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fidering how Atheiſm every where abounds, in 
Practice, if not in Judgment, and how much the 
One is Influenc'd by the Other, I think there can 
Nothing be even now better Defign d in the Whole 
*Fiew and Theory of Religion, than to Endeavour 
Frmly to fertle the Belief of a God amongſt Men, 
upon ſuch Principles and Motives, as either are, or 
ray eafily be made, moſt obvious and plain to 
ommon Apprehenfion. | 5 


about us do Prove and Proclaim the Being of God, 
pr, that there is nothing in Nature ſo mean and in- 
fionſiderable, that does it not, becauſe without Him 

Fas not any thing made that was made: will 
F How, that there are ſome much plainer Proofs of 
It, than other. And if there were not, I doubt 
= Aa: there 
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For even they, who affirm, that all things round 
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Pf. 19. J God, and the Firmament ſheweth his Handy- | - 


| * # 


N do ſo clearly manifeſt His Eternal Power and God- F 
head, that the moſt Sceptical Man living cannot fo 
| much as form any plauſible Pretence againſt them, 


which TI have, at preſent choſen to treat of : wWrere- i 3 
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"To he R E AD E E R. 


[here world be none plain enough , thoroughly #0 
- Convince the One half of Mankind. 
For, tho' the Heavens declare the Glory of 


work, and the Wonderful Make and Contrivance 
of Man fheweth it moſt of all: yet every Man 4 
would not be able eafily to Collect it from thyſe other 3 
more Ordinary Effects of His Power, His Clothing, 
and Adorning the Graſs of the F ield with great 
Variety of Flowers, or, from His bringing ied 1, 
Food out of the Earth, and making the Graſs 
to grow upon the Mountains: becauſe he ſees, 
that both the Sun and the Rain do Contribute much 
to theſe Kinds of Productions. And fo, for the 
Growth and Fruttification of Plants, of Corn, and 
Trees, and Woods, &c. he might be apt to aſcribe 4 
it only to an Occult, Seminal Virtue, Hing bid 


in the Earth : without having recourſe to a Divine 


| Providence in it. And the hike I might ay of in- 
numerable other things, that occur to bur Daily 
| Obſervation : In which, tho an honeſt and diligent * 
Enquirer may ſoon trace out ſome Foor ſteps of Pro- 4 
vidence, and diſcern the Finger of God in them : % 
_ yet others may eafily find out a Way to zmpute chem | I 
to ſome other Cauſe. | 4 

But now there are hs Works of God, which ® 


whereby to evade their Natur al. and Neceſary | 3 
Conſequence. 8 9 
And ſuch, above all ether; I conceive this to be 1 


55 N 


by Men muſt either be brought, in good Earneſt, to 

the Acknowledgment of ſuch an Eternal, Perfect, 

Spy eme Being © or wa” be to JO for, and ade 15 
them * 
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0% Whemſelves to ſuch pitiful, mean Shifts and Subter= 
 Fures, to prove the firſt Way and Manner of the © 
of Origination of Mankind, as will be ſure miſerably. 

y [Ro fail them, and leave their Reaſon in the lurch, 

nce and even leave them quite loſt and bewilder d ip 

lan he Enquiry, until they come to find out, to oi 
her upon, Own, and Adore the True and Undoubted 

1g, Author of their firſt Formation. N 

eat Fur this Cauſe, among others, I have been in- 

th uc d to make this Compoſure of mine Publick. In 

*Qvhich, tho it be not my Chief Aim to gratify the 

Lurious, yet if it will but ſerve to render them the 
ynore Inquiſitive into a Truth, which, (with One 5%. 1. 3. 

 ETruth more) above all other things, it highly con- ; 

Rcerns them to know ; and into the Depth and Force 

of thoſe Reaſonings about it, they never before con- 

ſider d, nor, perhaps, had Opportunity of Con- 
idering: it may Probably come at length, to Aﬀett 
their Hearts, as well as their Underſtandings: 

And if fo, it will never Repent me of its Pub 
lication. 8 

t ſeems to be the Humour and Reſolution f 

ſome Men, I know not for what Reaſon, never to ap- 

pe ar in Print, altho' they be ever ſo well qualified 

For it. I gueſs it may be, becauſe of the great Cap- 

Riouſneſs of the Age: wherein there are ſo many 
ZZoili, that are ready to carp and find fault: and 

(Comparatively) ſo very Nu candid Interpreters, 

that will conſtrue things in the beſt Senſe. 

| Others, again, are forward to make Publick 

= almoſt every thing they Write, that they may appear 

*Foluminous, and make a Figure. 


8 


9 Fanta eſt Licentia Preli. 


10 = IM. 

1, And theſe Tuo ] take to be great Extremes, not 
ke Pr oper for any Man greatly to Affect, or Iudulge 
n © himſelf in. | - But 


. 


1 


Pſ 13.8.9. are the Men, of whom he jaith, They ſpeak Un- 
#f.139.29 Fighteouſly againſt thee: and thine Enemies 4 


5 74. take thy Name ih vain. And they ſeldom uſ. 
23, 24. 


Pſal. 16. as they ought to have that (as ſome expound thoſe 4 
4+ 12. 14. very Words of the 1 all 18 8 Thoughts are, 


Job 2 
3, 14- 


' ſtance, be ſerviceable tg Others, as well as my Self 
 T was rather Willing to expoſe my Performance to the 


He judge through the dark Cloud? Thick 


> the READER. 


2 * ny own part, ſince it has hah 5 Gu | } 
to enable me to write on this Great Subject, wha 
I thought might, with His further Aid aud Aff. 


World, than to hide my Candle altogether under a 
Buſhel : and thereby hinder, or totally Juppreſs am 
good Effect, that might be epected from it. 
Eſpecially, fince we live in an Age, when the 4 
Blaſphemous Tougnes of ſome Men go through the 4 
World, (as they did in David's Time) who not 
only ſay in their Hearts, there is no God : but, 
corrupt others, by their uttering of wicked Blaſphe- 
my : Their Talking is againſt the moſt High. Theſe 


it in any other Manner : Jo far are they from having 
| God Devoutiy and Reverently in all their Thoughts, | 


. 10 72 God. 
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. if not ue How doth God know ? Can f 


8 


Clouds are a Covering to Him, that He ſeeth 
not. Tuſh, ſay they, God hath forgorren ; | 6 . 
He hideth away his Face, and He will never | 
{ee it: Tuſh, Thou God careſt not for it. | 
'Tuſh, How ſhould God perceive it? Is there | E 
E. now ledge! in the molt High? And who they are | 4 
that ſay fo, he 258 ibes in the next Words; al bk. 
the » 
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3 e he READER 


/orld: and cheſs rave Riches in poſſeſſion. 
Which Deſcription of his agrees. no leſs to the. 


and even to ſome of the Grandees of theſe Times, 


3 
HY BVE 
CIP 


ec ave the -Ungodly ;. theſs 2 inthe ne 12. A 


A | We , bluſtring, prophane , buffing Profligates, 
» an it did to tho ſe other, of rhe Age, wherein be 


.8 Por let them Conſult but ai own Breafts, ler 


'» ere, to act their lewd Pranks and Debaucheries , 
ind ſay, that no Man ſball ſee them; or, when 
Fey. fit Iurking in private Places, and enter into 


ring about evil, wicked, pernicious Defigus : and 


1 ities to do Miſchief, to catch Men, to ruine and 
"Fake a Prey of them; or, when they proceed to 


gc Unrighteoufly in the Face of the World : Whe- 
ther they do not Jay in their Hearts, Tuſh, we ſhall 
ghever be caſt down, there ſhall no harm hap- 
pen unto us. 'Tuſh, the Lord ſhall not ſee, 


A that now, ſurely, it appears but High time to lay 


Stop to, or, if we cannot hope to do that, to ſlacken 
end abate theſe Torrents, theſe mighty Inundations 
and Overflowings of Ungodlineſs ; which pro- 
Weed very much from, git are cauſed by Men's 
doubtful Surmifings whether God be, or not; and 
| would be, in a great Meaſure, prevented, if ſuch 
| 7 2 * were once wholly removed, and taken 
way. 

And for this good End and Purpoſe is al that 
„ k Il, d, which I here preſent to your View. And 


{fe 2 pray 


. 
Sp 
*% 


Leiter ſhall the$God of Jacob regard it? 50 


x eir Own Hearts inform them, if this be not their 
ecret Language, when they get into Grots and Cor- 


ore private Cabals, to hatch Cockatrice Eggs, 10 Iſa- 59. . 


Freave the Spider” 8 Web : watching all Opportu- Fer. 5. 26. 


ore open Ways of Violence, and Oppreſſion, and Mal. 3. . 


% our Hands, to uſe our beſt Endeavours to put 


Pſ.14.1,z. 


* 


Hh Reva,trt. 


0 pſal. 72. 
18, 19 


"3 poly God. Woke it t0 proſper, that it mah nf 7 road 


may, in ſome good Meaſure, accompliſh the Ends, 
For which I publiſb d it » the Glory of God, and 


F. 65 7.8 raging of the Sea, and Rilleſt the noiſe of its 


and Evening to praife thee, make all Men to ſee, 
and know, and confeſs, that it is God that Ruleth ? 


only the moſt higheſt over all the Earth: Thai ® | 


| 7766 14. and were created: and, 


To the READER. 


. 
ax, 


turn unto me void, or be wholly infignificant ; but 


the Edification of Men, in their being built 7p. 

and eſtabliſp d in the Faith of Him: without which 
it is impoſſible to Pleaſe Him, or to do good 3 7 
Acceptable to Him, how good ſoever they may, Other- 3 
wiſe, be in themſelves ; becauſe, without Faith ] 


there can be no Spirit of true Devotion, nor the 


Love of God, in us, without which, all ourward 
Atts of Religion are Nu hing worth. 
Do Thou therefore, O God, Who ruleſt che 


Waves, and the madneſs of the People, and 
makeſt even the out-goings of the Morning 


in Jacob, and unto the Ends of. the World: 
That Thou, whoſe Name alone is Jehovah, art 


Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, [ 
and Honour, and Power: for thou haſt cre- 
ated. all things, and for thy pleaſure they are, 0 

hat Thou art God a- 
alone, Ipo only doit wondrous things: tus ; 
Bleſſed be the Name of thy Majeſty for ever: 
And may all the Earth be flled with a ſenſe { 0 
thy e Amen, Amen. 
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87s Genen u. 3. 
—4 40 there 1 was not 4 Man 70 "a the 
ground. 


ort, till God bad Formed him of the Vert j. 
aduſt of the ground : and placed him Verſ. 15 
in Eden to dreſs it, and to keep it. 
Which thing alone, if it be well Conſider d, 
mews, That there is A God, beyond all Con- 

— ng ; and is enough to ſertle and fortify _ 

pur Minds againſt all Atheiſtical or Wavering 
Thoughts about God's Exiſtence: as I ſhall 
Endertakke fully ro evince, in the Sequel of 

his Diſcourſe. il 

For what other imaginable Being but God 
Eniy, could have wrought ſuch an Admirable, 
Elegant Structure, as Man's Body, out of ſuch 
heavy, rude, indiſpos'd, indigęſted Matter, as 

23s the Earth; and then preſently have fitted it 
With ſuch an Excellent, Intelligent, Immate- 

4 Tal, Immortal Spirit, as is the wh Image and 

2 Repreſentation of Himſelf? 
For ſo God Created Man in His Own Bunge. Steel. + F 


one this Spirit or Soul of Man was his Image: 
B c which 


= FI 
CNET , T 
"gs 


ties of it: and which never leaves the Soul 
no, not when ſeparated from the Body; but id 
then more Lively and Active, more Bright and 


af the Whole Trinity was held upon it: which 


Gen. 1. 26. 


the Sacred Hiſtorian relates it, having, it may 


V hich conſiſts in the Intellectual, T hinking 1 
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Reaſonable, Diſtinguiſhing Powers and Facul- 


Vigorous, than it was before. 4 
A Work of that Grandeur and Importance 


it was, That a Solemn Conſultation, as it were, 


we do not read in any other part of the Six 
Days Creation. And God ſaid, (Speaking to 
the Other Two Perſons in the Glorious God- 
head) Let Us make Man in Our Image, after Ou 

But How did God do this? He did it, (as 


be, no other Way, whereby to render it at al 
Intelligible to us) by Breathing into that Or- 
ganizd, Human Body of his, , —_ the 


Sen. a. 7, Orifices of his Noſtrils, the Breath of Life, (we 


know not, after what Manner) and thereby 1 


more Pure and Upright) and which animates, 
informs, and enlivens this Body. = 


this ſhort Character and Determination of the 4 
Diffuſive Nature of Man's Soul 5 and the Place 


£8 
N 7 
44 6: 
2 
. yp F = 4 
i — 
1 


of its Reſidence. 


I 


ing, Thea eſt in toto, & tota in qualibet part“??? 


cul- That all of it is in the Whole Body, and the 


oul Whole, or All of it in Every Part of the Body. 


it is Be that, as it will: 


and Both the Workmanſhip, and the Manner of * 
It, plainly declare God to be the Author of it; 


ince That twas an Immediate, Direct Emanation 
ere, from the Spirit of God, a Ray of His Di- 
aich Finity; and, That no other than the Al- 


poſſibly have produced or brought into Being, 
ſo Wiſe, ſo Noble, fo Stupendious a Creature, 
as Man is. 0 e 
For, whether we Conſider him in his Body, 
For his Soul, we ſhall find, that he is Fearfully 
and Wonderfully made and, That he could ne- 
ver be the Product of any thing leſs than In- 
finite Wiſdom. 1 
For who can ſufficiently admire the Delicate 
Frame and Harmony, as well as Diverſity, of 
his Corporeal Parts: Which, tho' almoſt In- 
finite in Number and Variety, in Figure and 


exact Symmetry and Proportion, of as Artful 


and all its Members exquifitely Suited to pers 
F = the Several Offices they are deſign'd for? 
2 hich may juſtly put us upon Saying unto 
God, with that Holy Man, who did, and bids 
us do ſo: O, How Wonderful art Thou in thy 


the firſt Formation of Man, but in his Continu- 
ace 3 ance, and Daily Propagation : Which, not- 


B 2 ral 


Six mighty Creator of Heaven and Earth, could 


finite Power, Conducted and Managed by In- 


Poſition, and ſome of them exceeding Small and 
Tender, do yet Conſtitute a Body of a moſt. 


and Uſeful a Compoſure, as can be devis d; 


* Works! And, among the reſt, not only in the 


2 withſtanding the Goncurrence of Second, Natu- 
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. . 18 fo 55 the Pſalmiſt, whoſe Words I ſhaill g 
| 85 by and by recite. Lea, ſo Wonderful is God 


Reaſon on their Side) 145 Some have thonght % 
the Production: of each Man or. Woman ever 


in the Earth, or this Lower World. - Ihine Eye. 
did fee my Subſtance yet being Unperfe& : Naunelj, 
the Unſhapen, rude Maſs of my Body, before 1 
it was diſtended, or formed into Limbs, and 
Members, conſiſting of innumerable, little, fine, 
Curious Veſlels, called Veins, Fibres, Ten- 
dons, Nerves, Arteries, Muſcles, and other f 
Ligaments, mixed and interwoven with the 
Fleſh. And in thy Book were all my Member, 
Mritten i. e. Noted or decypher d; which 4% > 
by day were faſhioned, when' as yet e none 
of them. Tis a Phraſe taken from e ee 
Deſigns and Draughts, and Signifies, Thou 
hadſt before Contrived and laid the Idea and 3 
Platform of them in thy Theught, and All- - 
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5 70 hy be Ah, to Him 


eration herein, That (not without ſeeming 


fince, to be as great a Miracle, as was that of 
the Firſt; which, Whether it be, or be not, E 
muſt be allow'd to be very Wonderful, and to 
exceed Our Comprehenſion, no leſs than any? ; 
other Work of Immediate Creation. f 

Which made David ery out, in the 1 39 Palm, 4 
where he aſcribes this whole Buſineſs to God; 
My Reins are thine, Thon haſt covered me in in 
Mother's Womb, I will give thauks unto thee, for 1 
Tam fearfully aud wonderfully made Marvellous 
are thy Works, and that my Soul knoweth Right 3 
well: my Bones are not hid from thee ,- tho I le 
made Secretly, (in the Womb) and faſhioned beneath % 
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| Gu Mind: e to. ah 
hallf:frerwards the Work was framed, . after a moſt 
od — Excellent Manner. 

| 3 And e ſo Exquiſitely Curigus and Skil- 
is the Contexture of Man's Body, that it 
as puzzled the moſt Expert Mg as who 


And could we but penetrate into the Ob- 
— and Diſcoveries they have made con- 
q terning it, (tho'- yery impetfe&) even that 
might Suffice to Convince us, That it could, at 


Work of God. 
f my 


Lou 
10. 
I be forth to Till the Greund, from whence he was taken: 
at. Fehich elſe, we ſuppoſe, would have fructified 
Del of it ſelf, or at leaſt, without any great Cul- 


Fehis Body? 


el, tivation or toilſome Labour, ſuch as it now 
ore requires: (and as it may be inferr d, from 


of have — it their Buſineſs, fully to diſcover 


| A Hirt, be no other, than the Imaediate Maud 


But then, How much more amaxingly Ad- 
for mirable is the Soul, that inhabits and quickens 


For tho' God, for the Sin of Man, ſent him 


nd 5 


nd, 2 what God ſaid to Adam, Curſed is the Ground Gen.3.17, 


gevidently fram'd = much Nobler and Higher 
Purpoſes. And, notwithſtanding his great De- 
cglenſion and Fall from what he was, when he 
ers, firſt came out of the hands of God, doth ſtill 
10 retain ſuch Excellent Faculties and Endow- 
bu. ments of Mind, as enable him to perform Won- 
derful Atchievements. Such are his Will and 
1 J Undertanding, his Memory and Judgment : 
4 9 by which, when duly Exerciſed and Regulated, 
he can do Mighty things., 
— 1 Ius Man, I ſay, tho' born to Labour and 
en iS Win fram 'd, and fitted by 


te | -| his 


or thy ſake, &c.) yet Man, we muſt own, is 18, 19. 
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his Make and Conſtitution, for Great and No 
=  bleOperations: as well to Contemplate thing 
aAaaaʒubove him, as to Rule over things below him, 
WM. ro Negotiate and Concern himſelf with all the 
Affairs within the Circumference of this Earth, 
and Sea: to attain unto Wiſe Counſels, to dive 
into the hidden Cauſes of things, to ſearch and 
find out the deep Myſteries of Nature, to Re- 
collect things paſt, and to Muſe upon all God 
100 Works of Wonder: to Invent the moſt Uſefu 
. Arts and Sciences, both the Liberal and 
Fla. Mechanick ; Firſt to Raiſe innumerable Pro- 
. poſitions, and then Prove the Undoubted 
* Truth or Falſity of them by Reaſoning and 
UTDTiſcourſe, by a long Train of Conſequence! 
5 deduced from them: to dictate good and 
Wholeſome Laws for the good of Human So- 
_-ciety: and to chuſe and purſue what is moſt * 
i ' Reaſonable, and Becoming One, that is Ca- 
pable of Diſcerning between Good and Evil. 
And, by Nature, every Man, that is not 
born an Idiot, is Capable of High Attain-® 
ments: tho, for the better Order and Go- 
vernment of the World, God, in His Wiſe 
Providence, has fo Order'd it, that ſome 
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ſome ſhould be trained up to Govern and Com- 


mand, others, to be Subject and Obedient; that 
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him f Education to poliſh them. *., 76:97 
the And Now after all this, Is it poſſible, we 
arth, ſhould imagine a Being thus Ex uiſitely fram'd, - 
dive s Man is, both in reſpe& of his Body: and 
and Foul, to be the Product of Blind, Artleſs Mat- 
Re. ger, or of mere Chance „ As the Atheiſt ſup- 
20d poſes, merely becauſe he knows not, or will 
ſeful got know, how to account for it any other 
e 1: 4 8585 % 
Pro. For thus, ( according to his Suppoſition, and 
bted he Scheme which he has laid ) That Man 
and vas at firſt ingendred in the Bowels of the 
nce Earth, or, That he Sprang out of the Earth, 
and ſike a Muſhroom, in his l Stature and Pro- 
Soi portion, without any Aid or Succour from any 
noſt pther Earthly Nurſe or Parent: or was ſo pro 
Ca- Quced out of the Terreſtrial Womb of his Mo- 
ther -Earth, by the Influence of the Heavenly 
not Bodies, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, (as ſome 
in- have fancied) or indeed by any other Mate- 
50-2Fial, Unskilful, Involuntary, F ortuitous, Un- 
iſe fleſigning, Unthinki ng, Irrational, Neceſlary 
me Agent or Efficient whatſoever „is a Fiction 
1% Rvery-whit as Repugnant to Reaſon, and good 
at "venſe, and as big with Abſufdities and Non- 
u. ſenſe, as can well be imagined. Nay, altoge- 
ther as Monſtrouſly Abſurd and Fabulous, as 
5 the Poetical Story, carried on at firſt by the 
Devils Oracle, to abuſe and ſeduce the World, 
F f Deucalion and Pyrrha's turning Stones into | 
e Men and Women, only by throwing them 
backward over their Shoulders, from Mount 


£5 
8 


nA 
2 
922 
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1 arnaſſus. A mere Wile of Satan ! to make 
eertain Scofters Oppoſe this Cunningly-devis'd 
F k Fable 


— 


2 
7 


tho they have Wy 
hingiſſhort all the Same Improvements, nor Advantages 


Ts 


Fable to | whe che) — hack h ſaid» about 
Noahs Flood; Re- peopling the World, and the 
Creation of Man: and to incline Vicious and 
Unreafonable Men to Believe, there might bel 
as much nen ) "Oro in the . a8 in a 
; the: Orher, - 


TW | 8 
— | | chat Whole — cheſs: —— Hah 
Tj had learned to term their Great God Jupiter, 


the King and Fathen of Men and the Gods, 
| the Contriver and Framer of the Univerſe : 2 I 


, me, Pater atque Deorum : 
Magni Fabricator Olympi : 


and, his Father; Satire, they repreſented as 
nl One, who (when the*Golden-Age was degli. 
as ning, wherein the Earth had brought forth? 
Flrjuit of it ſelf, without Tiſling) taught Men 
Agriculture, the Art of Improving Land: in 
. Alluſion, it would ſeem, to God's Sending forth a 
| Gen,3.23. Adam, ſoon after his Tranſgreſſion, cher til 
le the ground. Whereby you will perceive, (and! : 
191 by many other like things in their Writings“ 
How this Wretched Fraud was begun, and 
=. afterwards Continued by Satan's Policy, by his 
Deluding, Bewitching Oracles, to deceive 
8 the Nations: to induce Evil Men and Seducers 
1 to delude and ſeduce others, in after-Ages, 2 
il into a Beliefor Imagination, That there might f 
mw. be as much Credit to be given to theſe Fabu- 4 
| lous Reports of the Heathen, as to Moſes's 4 
moſt Authentick Hiſtory , from whence they i 
Vere Borrowed: as is above noted in the In- 4 
ſtance of Deucalion and R 3 
And they who can believe theſe Hearheniſh | 
Fictions and Fables to be True, or liken them 
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d theMrike in with Paganiſm, and Believe all that 


s and@he Poets have ſaid. © 


u be But, to return from this ſhort Digreſſion; 


as in (Which yet hath not been wholly foreign to 
ny Purpoſe) Surely that muſt have been a 
f of very lucky Hit and Conjunction of thoſe Senſe- 
hen leſs, Irrational Planets : (in the Place a little 
ee 2 | 5 - 
iter, before referr d to) a ſtrange Colliſion of Stones 


ods, or Atoms, that could Once ſo produce Men and 
but of mere Nothing; but could never hit upon it 
gain, was never yet able, in the Space of more 
than Five Thouſand Six Hundred Tears, no, 
nor, according to the Pra-Adamite's Notion, 
in more than Double that Space, to do the like 
thing a Second Time: i. e. to Cauſe the Earth 
to impregnate, and Men to grow out of the Soil, 
here they afterwards lived, and dwelt, and 
Þegat Sons and Daughters: A Notion, by the 
way, that muſt be admitted, or ſome thing like 
it, if we do not grant a Creation. But that is 
185) ſo wild a Conjecture, as never can enter into 
any Man's Head of but Common Ingenuity , 
or Common Conſideration: Or, that only Con- 
ſiders, how vaſtly Diſproportionate, and every 
way Inferiour , Unequal, and Unfit, ſuch a 
Cauſe muſt have been to produce ſuch an Effect. 
For can Matter of it ſelf, (think ye) how 
much ſoever rarified and attenuated by Motion, 
or, by any other Means whatſoever, without 
the Help of Some AJ-Wiſe Mind or Providence, 
= Accidentally faſhion (rather toſs and throw) it 
ſelf into all the Parts, Lineaments, and Proportion 
h of a Human Body : and not only ſo, but likewiſe 
t, of a quite 
different 


into a Human, Rational Mind or Spiri 


m 
" <X | 
to 


omen out of the Earth, or out of Themſelves, or 
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T  _ different kind from all Matter: into a Sul of 
uch Vaſt Abilities and Capacities, as are be- 
fore Specified: into a Soul, that can Form No- 
tions and Conceptions within it ſelf of Every 
thing without it ſelf : and Sway the Body, juſt 

[i as it pleaſes, by its own internal Springs, and 
—_ Movements, and ſecret. Workings ? No, in nol 
7:8 Wiſe. I might add, Into Such z Sul, that the 
[i | | The Sroicks thought 30 eateſt Natural Philoſop her 


7 


ö 

| 1] | 

[Hl or Air Think? . ſhould Attempt it, the more 
BF $:m0n;des, ſtill he would be to ſeek : like him, who un- 
\| = dertook to define What God is? LS 
0 The One is no more to be ſeen with our 


uh | | bodily Eyes, thah the Other: yet no Man? 
0 doubts or queſtions that he hath ſuch a Soul, 
Wi becauſe he finds, it works thus in the Body, 
* tho he cannot ſee it. Why then ſhould we 


:\ doubt whether God exiſts , only becauſe we 


14 cannot ſee Him? Him, who is Al Pure Intellett, 
£1 Mind, and Spirit? Him, that made this Soul of 
Ours, which bears the neareſt Reſemblance to 
Pf. 66. 8. Him, of any thing under Heaven : and who ; 
Pſ. 71. g. heldeth our Soul in Life? Even that God, who, 
Heber. 1.3. with the Spirit and Breath of His Mouth, as it 
WH 417-28 qere, inſpir'd this Soul of Man into his Body: 
5 and who, Conſequently, cannot but be Preſent, 
901 Privy, and molt Intimate to all the Defires, De- 
„ . ferns and Thoughts of it: Who ſees us Continu- 
.. 2. Aly, tho we ſee not Him, and ſpieth gut all 
-our Ways. | 
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Wl But neither could God be ſuppos'd, or ima- 
P39. 1.gind tounderſtandand know all a Man's Thoughts, 
Frov.153 Wordt, and Actions, (as we are aſſur'd He does, 
ſo as to be able, when He Pleaſes, by His Spirit, 


F — > peta 23 WH on ts, 
N e 
J . as rd? * 
= 7 ere 
__— . 
4 72 
. 


Ho. g. 14. 
Sam. 1. 5. | 


ore. Laus of their Nature and Being. „Lak. 1. 37 


to diate Production of Every, or indeed of Any 
% ; | Bd E a3 
No, no: It is God, (even He, that ſaith tO iſs. 43. 1. 
> Iſrael, Tam the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator 7, 25 - 
ry * of Iſrael, your King : and, the Creator of the Ends — 49908 
= of the Earth) that Formed us in, or from the ik Sy 1 
= Womb, and Formeth the Spirit of Man within Zec 12. 1. 
beim; that is, Who, not only, through the Na- P/ 71. f. 
= tural, Secret Energy, and Plaſtia, Forming, 139.12 
Operative Power of a Soul, which He had made * * 
WM | before and endu'd with that, Power, Fuſhioneth Rutba 12 
all the Parts of Man's Body: but likewiſe , 7010 8,1r 
Wy (Whether He does it Immediately by Himſelf, 2031. 15. 
as He Stretched out the Heavens, without any J 44.24. 


It, 
ly if | - "3 Means 


KH 8 Means at all, or, Whether wi; « #4 owes andi 
I Virtue of the Same Vital, Active Principle im- Ir 
# planted in Man, I leave to the Deciſion of the 
44 Learned) infuſes a Spirit or Soul into him, It 
* ſome time betwixt his Conception and Birth 0 
wy whereby He becomes the Author and Fhilnedis 4 
. of all our Beings, and of our whole Being. 
bt To which Effect, there is this remarkable 3 
c. 21.30 Paſſage in Ezekiel - where God, ſpeaking to the 
| 4 rebellious Houſe, the ſinful Nation of the Jews, 1 
14 ſays, I will judge (or, will bring my fore ſudg⸗ 4 
it's ments upon) thee, in the Place, where thou wa 
13 Created, in the Land of thy Nativity as much 
ih as to ſay, that in the Land of Judah and | 
1 ruſalem, where they were Born, even there bad 


8 God Created them: notwithſtanding their ha- 


HAGUE 

* ving been Formed in their Mother's Womb, and 
1 Begotten of their Earthly, Natural Parents. 3 
60.5. 16 Iſaiah alſo brings in God ſpeaking, but very | 
1 Compaſſionately, to the ſame perverſe People, 
Jt thus: I will not contend for ever, neither will I' 


[4 always roth. for (if I ſhould) the Spirit (Which! 
Eccl. 12.7. J at firſt formed, and gave, and put into Man- 
= kind) fbould fail before me, and the Souls which I 


(th 

1 have made i. e. the Race of Mankind would 
"128 quickly fink under Me, and come "utterly to a 
. for evermore, and be extinct for want of ſur-| 
V4 viving Iſſue. Where the Word (Souls) is not 
103 1 apprehend) by a Synecdoche, to be taken 
05 for Men, as in many other places it is: but, as 
. it anſwers to Spirit, and is connected with wy 
it may aptly enough ſignify Men's Souls, a 

.- diſtinèt from their Bodies. 5 
5 But had God no Hand, or not the a in 
0 | perpetually Creating or Fe orming the new-born 
iy Souls of Infants, as conſequent upon the org 
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andFPartern, His Creating the Firſt Man; He coulddſemd 
im- not properly be ſaid to have made any other 
Soul, from the Beginning of the World, to this 


the 
= time, but the Soul of Adam. Which is directly 
tn; / 
tanFHimſelf by Iſaiah. Rh TR 4] 

„The Royal Prophet, in that his Prediction 
of the _ of the Gentiles, expreſſes Him- 


1 en to the other Tranſlation) Created, 


ted, or Born, in time to come. 
And the Prophet Malachi propoſes a Queſtion 


nad Days, to paſs, and be reſolved in the Affirma- 
ha- tive, without any Scruple: and which ſeems 


ind therefore by him to be taken for granted, Have u 2. 10. 


ſelf thus: The People which ſhall be Born, or e io 
hall Praiſe the Lord: thoſe, who ſhall be Crea- 


to the Jews, that was generally allow'd in thoſe , 


ontrary to what He Himſelf here aſſerts of 


vue not all One Father ? Hath not One God. Created Iſa. 44. 8, 
ry us? Yes, moſt certainly He hath; and beſides , 2. 


le, Him, there is None, that ever did, could or 
Le candoit; tho, by Reaſon of our great Unatten- 
ch v tion to the Firſt and Supreme Mover, and Our 
in. Attending too much to the conſtant Generation and 
h I: Succeſſion of Men in the Orderly and Regular 
ud Courſe of Nature, (which we behold) we are 
an prone to attribute This (as we do many other 
Piſible Effects) wholly to Second Cauſes, which 
1s chiefly Qwing to the Firſt: Who eſtabliſhed 


and Influx, the Second could not act at all. 

it, Both St. Peter, and St. Jude from the Words 
as of St. Peter, premoniſh and foretel of certain 
= Soffers or Mockers, (for they are Undoubtedly 
nz the ſame Perſons meant, and have the ſame 
Both: [iumixra] and they both do joyn the 


2 United 


the Courſe of Nature; and without whoſe Aid 


X Yee 
Dr.Cave's 
Lives of 
the Apoſs. 
5 | | | , | P. 39, 48. 
n Caracter, and Denomination, given them in 
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| n . of all the other Apoſtles, with their own Atyj.. 
2 7m. 3. teſtations: in Foretelling I fay , of certain . 
n  Seoffers and Mockers ) to come in the laſt tim 

13, 22 Walking after their own Ungodly Luſts: and, tha 


| 2 Peter 3. would deny the onely Lord God, and Our Lori 
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United, Written or Unwritten , 'Teſtimonie; 


Dt 
2,34 Jeſus Chriſt: and would alſo Deny and Deridf ; 
4 —_ + that Other great Principle of our Religion, the, 
2Þ.+ 2. 1. coming of Chriſt to Judgment, and, by Con- 
' ſequence, the very Being and Providence of God 
as He is the One Supreme Law-giver and Judg 
of the World: And the Reaſon they give forj 
it, is, For fince the Fathers fell aſleep, all thing 
continue as they were from the Beginning of th 
Creation. F x 
The Senſe of which place is this, that ſince 
the time, or, Saving that the Fathers, that is 
the Ancient Patriarchs, and Prophets died, Who 


— 


En 


ſpake of God's judging the World, and (ail 
vou Chriſtians ſay) Believed it: In ſo long 
Tract of time, notwithſtanding ſo many Age 
are ſince paſt, we ſee nothing of this World 
Changed, except that Men die, and One Gene- 
ration ſucceeds another; but there remains the 
ſame Face of Heaven and Earth, and other 
Parts of the World, which there was, when | 
the World began. | | | 
Hence they inferr'd, that the State of the 
World would ſtill remain the ſame , which it 
had been, and, that things would always go on 
In a perpetual round, as they had hitherto done. 
Saving that ſome Men died, and others came 
in the room of them, they ſaw all things con- 
tinue as they were 4 apxie x7ioo;, which is 
rightly render d, from the Beginning of the Cre- 
ation. But ſeems rather ſpoken by them, either 
| 1 5 
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onie; 


End proper Sentiment. 
tap egun when it will) they muſt neceſſarily own 
55 he Creator, God Bleſſed for ever : Whereas by 


the 


=y 


" & 7 ) * * c 
F VN : | ; ES 
LS F " 
4; , 
N 
— 
* 


Ae Allufion to, or Deriſion of the Common Be- 
AHef of thoſe times, than as their og ſerious © 


ne For by Owning a Creation, (let that have 


hat Immediately follows, at the Fifth Verſe, 
zt appears they acknowledge neither. For this 


on ey willingly are Ignorant of, (having ſufficient - 


FS 
42d 
0 5 


ing 


eans to know it, if they had a Mind to it) 
hat by the Word of God the Heavens were of Old, 


z 


L iy \ theiſts ſeem very much to ſymbolize and agree 
in their Principles with the Epicureans of Old, 
Zwho denied any Future Judgment, or, that the 


Fo 


of People, riſen up in this Age, whom we may 
ng call Hobbs s Diſciples: who will not be withdrawn 


vhich they at firſt took up with, to quiet, or ra- 


5133.69. 


F. e. were made, and the Earth ſtanding out of Gen. x. x, 
the Water, and in the Mater. So that theſe Scoffing 2, &c. 


e 


Vid. Are- 


World would have an End, and likewiſe, to tium i 
agree no leſs with another haughty, affected ſort le. 


ge from thag dull, Abſurd Opinion of the Leviathan: 


ther ſtupifie their Conſciences; and then, to ſave 


he themſelves the Trouble of any further Enquiry : 
ler viz That all things came by Nature. A Term, 
en which they have got by the End, but know not 
Z what they mean by it; for, upon ſtrict Exami- 
nation, they muſt grant, that tho' all things, 
as we ſee, do now proceed in the Regular Courſe 
on of Nature, as it is now Stated, Setled, and Or- 


gerd by a Divine Providence ; yet, that we muſt 


e aſcend to ſome Firſt and Supreme Cauſe, whom 
„ve Rightly call the God of Nature Who muſt 
have cauſed and brought all Natural things 
into Being, and fixed the Order of Nature, as 
8 Vow it is, by a Supernatural Power, and there- 


by 


by made of enabled them to act, as they do. 
This I might evince and illuſtrate by af 
Thouſand Inſtances in Nature; but there i} 
not a more pregnant Inſtance, or clearer De- 
monſtration of it, than the Subje& before us, 
Man; for Whom it is apparently impoſſible to 
have been braught into Being at firſt, by any 
other Way, (tho. now he may be, and is 
than by immediate Creation. 
For to what elſe ſhall, or can we impute 
from what elſe derive the Origination or Firſt 
Riſe and Being of Man, without utterly de-| 
veſting and bereaving our ſelves of that Rea- 
ſonable Nature, (as to our own particulars/|jÞ 
and the Reſult of it, Conſideration, which 
makes us Men, and diſtinguiſhes us from 
other Creatures? No other Man could ever, 
have been, if God had not Created the Firſt. 
And therefore as we all come out of his Loyns, 
God is properly ſaid to be the Maker . all 
Men, even of thoſe who are propagated in the 
Ordinary, Natural Way, which He hath ap- 
953 i pointed. „„ 5 | 
"Pſ119.73 Thy Hands have made me, and faſhioned me, ſays 
P/139. 3. David. And St. Paul, preaching the Unknown, 
but True God, to the Athenians, whom they 
ignorantly Worſhipped, not knowing His 
Iranſcendently Excellent and Spiritual Na- 
tare, or what Manner of Being he was, de- 
ſcribes Him thus, by His Effects: God that Þ 
AR.17.24 Made the World, and all Things therein: And 
a6. bath made of One Blood all Nations of Men, (viz. | 
as they are Naturally deſcended from the Firſt 
Man) for to dwell on all the Face of e Earth. | 
This is One Great, Manifeſt, and Irrefragable 
Proof, that there is a God, who hath made of ns 
5 Eh | B loo 
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Him, it was not poſſible for any ſuch Creature 
as Man to have been. „ 
Therefore it immediately follows, —Thar 
(after their having this plaineſt Manifeſtation 
of God's Exiſtence, and of His infinite Power, 


| Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, ſhewn in His admi- 
rable Contrivance of this Microcoſm , or little 


World, Man, no leſs than of the greater, made 


for his Uſe and Benefit) they ſhould ſeek the 
8 Lord, if haply they might feel after Him, and find 
Him, (viz. by Faith 
every one of us. 
called His Of-ſpring, becauſe we are His Crea- 
# tures, = 

and not only ſo, but, which is more, made after 
His Likeneſs, as to our Spiritual Part. 
tho' our Bodily Subſtance be but Earth, Earth 
7 curiouſly faſhion'd and wrought: yet our Spirit, 
or Reaſonable Soul, partakes of the Divine Na- 
ture, is, as it were, a Ray of that incomparable 
Excellence, an Effigies of the Deity; and, as 
| we are a Compound of both, we are the 
Workmanſhip and Care of the whole Trinity. 


tho He be not far from 
And in the next Verſe, we are 


the Work of His own Hands; and 
For 


And however Mankind are Now, and have 


of a long time, encreaſed and multiplied ex- 
| ceedingly, ſo as to People many Nations, and 
| repleniſh the Earth an inſpired Writer aſſures 

us, There was a Time, (viz. within leſs. than 


Six Thouſand Years ago, and before God had 


| eſtabliſh'd the Order of Nature, either for 


Propagation of Mankind, or any elſe) when 
there was not a Man to manure or till the ground: 
which is now, through the great Multiplica- 


| tion of Men, become the moſt Common and Ne- 


c:[ary Office and Employment of Human * 
e 5 1 
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And if we conſult our own Reaſon, it will 
teell us the ſame, that it muſt have been fo. 

; For there are but theſe two Ways, by which 
it is poſſible for us to conceive, (tho we bend 
our Minds to Study upon jt ever fo long) how 

Man, ſuch a Projecting, Thoughtful, Rational 

Being, as Mar is, ſhould 'come to be in the 

World. Either he mult have been ab Origine, 
without Original from Eternity, before all 
Time: or elſe he muſt have been made it 
Time. 'There is, there can be no Medium be- 
tween theſe : but One of them muſt InevitablyÞ 
have been, without all Controverſy. _ 
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9 but muſt be Independent and Unchangeable, which 
ma Man is not. The Second therefore holds moſtf 
'S true, and muſt be allow'd, that Man was made] 
5 in Time. And we can never ſatisfy our Rea- 
, ſon, how Men ſhould come to beget one ano-| 
ther in the Way we ſee, without. ſome firſt 
Man, that was not Begotten in that Way: 
which firſt Man muſt neceſſarily Conduct us 
to ſome Firſt and Supreme Cauſe of him, and all 


wh Sa $A. oo 8 


things. "JOE | 
is Indeed, nothing doth more plainly declare 
m 3. 4 God to be the Maker of all things, and, that] 
nothing elſe in Nature, beſides Himſelf, couldÞ} { 
be Eternal, of it ſelf, or without a Cauſe or] l 
Beginning, than the Deſcending of One Man] © 
from another in the Ordinary Way of Genera- * 
tion, and the conſtant Succeſſion of Generation] ( 
and Corruption in him, and all other Crea- * 
tures upon the Earth; which could not be, P 
without there had been ſome Firſt of every Kind, ® 
that was not Begotten, but Created. 5 
5 | | This 


09 = 


This 


Neceſſarily derive their Being from ſomething 


any conſiderate Man. 
means whatſoever : which ſuppoſes a thing to 


not be imagined. . 
And then, if twere impoſſible for any thing 
fo give Being to it ſelf, before it had any; (as 
all the World muſt acknowledge, that would 
oſt} not be hooted at for Fools) all things that 
ade] are, muſt needs have been produced by Some- 
ea-¶ thing that ever Was, and which never Began - 
no- that is, by ſome Firſt and Supreme Cauſe, on 


irt which all other Cauſes do ſubſtantially depend. . 


And what elſe could that be, than that Power- 
us Ful and Intelligent Being, which we call GOD? 
all according to the Saying of the wiſe Son of S- 


that was before all Time, in the Judgment of 


For tis perfectly Ridiculous to affirm, that 
ever any thing caufed or made it ſelf, by any 


act before it was, and to operate, before it gad 
a Being: than which a greater Abfurdity can- 


* 
2 Y 
- th 
3 


ere, IE 
makes the Eternity of the World tod YG 
ſound like a mere Riddle, becauſe all things in 
it (our ſelves not excepted ) have a Viſible 1 
Beginning and Ending; and muſt therefore 


_- 


rach, He that liveth for ever, Created all things in z:(.18, r, 


are general. 1 | 
nat And here, tho' the Atheiſt would fain ſtarr 
ud fome ſeeming Difficulties, nay, Impoſſibilities, 
or] in the Notion of ſuch a Self-exiſtent Being, as 
lan God is, and of His Making the World and all 
ra- | things of Nothing; yet is his own Opinion 
on] (whether he will own and conſider it, or no) 
a- attended and clogg d with ſuch groſs and pal- 
be, pable Abſurdities, as may be felt; and, among 
d, | Many other, with this one, That he knows not 
Which way to account for the Origin of any 
= 9 2 . 


N Wh n 
4 * =. other Being, and much lefs. of 7; roow withou 
1 Him. 
= How God calling dener all Time, or how, 
in the Beginning of Time, He Created al 
ein s of Nothing, out of mere Chaos and 
fuſion, Vacuity and Emptineſs; let not 
prep Man pretend to know. - Let him rather 
determine with himſelf, not to know any thing 
at all about it, fave only in general, that Goc 
did it by His All- Powerful, Over-ruling, Com 
Ff 33.9. manding Voice, as the Lord hath made known 
. unto us; juſt as He Created the Light, by 


* a 
F<, 


Gen 1, 2. 


0 | ſaying, Let there. be Light, and, there WAS Light 
= For whatſoever is more than his S108: beyond 
— our Reach and Capacity. a 

1 But yet „let not the Atheiſt triumph no! 
a glory in this, that we Underſtand no more 0 
1 it, than we Profeſs to do: When he himfel 
me © knows no more, how Man could at firſt come 
1 to. be in the World, or, how the World it ſeltÞ 
9 ard all the Creatures in it, but eſpecially Man 
5 could come to be ar all, without God: than 
. we do know punctually, exactly, and preciſely 
8 - how God Created both him and them; or, than 
| we do fully undezſtand, how God did Exif 
1 from ee of EF imſelf, without any ice | 
: Cauſe of His Being. 7 

eco. 45 Which alone Conſideration, if 1 0 as i 
2 Ff. 13. ought, might juſtly ſilence the proud confiden 
373 8.11 Boaſting of the Atheiſt, and keep both hi 


=_ 
11 
1 


P/.10.1 14 Mouth and Heart from uttering any Error, Per 

Be 3 « verſeneſs , or Contempt againſt the Lord 0 
Iſa. 32. 6 

- Glory. For the 'Truth of which Afſertion, 

and the Reaſon, on which it is grounded, 

appeal to any equal, indifferent Judges. And 

it our Atheiſt be but a Man of ordinary, con 

| petenty 
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Wit, I leave it even to. himſelf to judge of. 


and Excellent of all Beings, from whence all 
other Beings proceeded, muſt have been of it 
ſelf, from all Eternity, becauſe we ſee things 
are, that could not poſſibly have been of them- 
God ſelves, nor, without ſome ſuch Firſt Cauſe of 
Com their Being. And I may appeal to any Man, 
oi that has not quite loſt his Reaſon, Whether 
, bi ſuch a Being, as we ſuppoſe God to H that is, 
% Infinite and Unlimited in all Perfe&ions, be not 
vonq more likely to have been fo, than any other? 
Or, Whether it be not much harder for us to 
conceive, either, bow it was poſſible, that ſuch 
a frail, mortal, indigent, dependent Being, as 
Man is, ſhould. be of himſelf, from all Eter- 
nity, or,. ſhould be made in time, by any 
other Being, beſides God: than, that there 
ſhould have been ſuch a Being, exiſting of Him- 
ſelf from all Eternity, without Beginning of Days, 
or End of Life, as we conceive God to be, In- 
dependent on all other, and Abſolute in all Per- 
fections? And yet, in Reply, and abſolute 
Controul to the Arheiſt, One or the Other 
mult have been, and he cannot deny it. 

Thus is the Being of God demonſtrable , 
by the viſible Effects of His Power and great 
Glory diſplay'd in the World; more peculiarly 
by His Creating of Man in it: Whoſe very 

Imperfections, no leſs than his greateſt Excel- 
lencies, ſhew him to have been Created and, 
that. he did not (like God) derive thoſe Ex 

cellencies from himſelf : for that no Being can 
be ſuppos'd to limit its own Perfections. ** 
| the 


petent, natural Underſtanding ; and will bur . 1 | 
lay aſide his Luſts and Prejudices, and his affected | 8 : = 


For ſome Being, and that the moſt Perfect * ? 


2 1 
— 


the Scriptures, in acquainting us with the Na- 
ture of God, point out to us juſt ſuch a Being, 
as our own Reaſon tells us, it 1s abſolutely 


Neceſſary there ſhould be. 


Every real Miracle recorded in Scripture, 


proves a God ſufficiently, to him that is verily 


perſwaded of the Truth of ſuch Miracle, be- 
cauſe it was not poſſible to be done by the 
Power of Nature. Yet if a Man will be ſo 


very _ , forſooth, as either to Disbe- | 
lieve or Doubt in his Heart, whether any ſuch 


Miraclegras ever wrought, becauſe it was not 
done before his Eyes: ſuch Miracle can have 


but little Effect upon ſuch a One. 


Nay, that Man will never, never can be 


Convinc'd by any means whatever, that is 


raſhly and reſolutely bent to walk and be led 


_ altogether by Sight, and not at all by Faith; or 


Job. 1. 18. 


Job.s. 37. 
170. 4. 12 


the Light of his Underſtanding, in things per- 


raining to the Belief of God's Being and Pro- 


vidence , Whom, by reaſon of His Spiritual 
Nature, and Terrible Majeſty , and alſo of 
His Immaculate Purity, no Man hath ſeen, nor 
can ſee, ſo long as he abides in this Mortal 
State. W's OS 2 
But the Argument we now go upon, proves 
a God by His Effects, to the Reaſon and Senſe 
of Mankind: and leaves no room for Suſpicion 


or Doubting, to any Man, that is not invin- 


being not ſo much as One ſeemingly juſt Ob- 


cibly Obſtinate, as well as Inconſiderate: there 


jectign, or Colour of Objection, againſt the 
Argument J have hitherto maintain'd, and in- 


tend further to maintain and proſecute: as 


there may be againſt ſome Others, that are 
uſually brought in Defence of a Deity. 
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There are, I confeſs, divers 


Being 5 
are enough, not only to induce , but almoſt 
conſtrain Men to a Belief in Him: (ſuch as 


the Creation of the World, the alternate Suc- | 
ceſſion of Day and Night, of Summer and pſ 74.175 


( 


a . 


Winter, and the open Firmament of Heaven: 18. 


the univerſal Conſent and Agreement of Man- 
| kind in the Acknowledgment of a God : the 
Revelations He hath made of Himſelf in the 


Writings of the Old and New 'Teftament : and 


= 


the Wonders He hath therein wrought above - 


the Power of Nature) But, of all other Proofs, 


this, of the Creation of Man, is, I think, leaſt 


liable to Exception, and therefore the moſt likely 
to prevail upon Mankind, and to convince the 


Gain-Sayers. ED 
Whatever Archite& contrived this vaſt and 


beautiful Structure of the World, and all things 


in it, to be ſure, hath thoſe Excellencies and 


Perfections in Him, which nothing in this World 


hath. He that made the Eye, ſhall he not ſee? He 
that gave Life, and Breath, and Senſe, and Rea- 
fon, and all things to His Creatures, could 
never be a Lifeleſs, Senſeleſs, Irrational Being 
Himſelf, but muſt have all thoſe Excellencies 


and Perfections in the higheſt degree, which 


he imparted, in any meaſure, to any of them. 


In particular, Man could never be Formed, 
nor come to be in the World, but by the Ope- 
ration of ſome Being more Perfect than him- 


ſelf: (and he muſt be a Grand, Egregious 
to be called a Man, 


Fool indeed, unworthy 
who looks to any thing beneath himſelf for his 
Original) for no Caule can give that 5 72 

. ! 55 Set, 
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Effect, which | 

of all the Sublunary Creatures, is the Nobleſt, 
as being endued with Thought, Reaſon, Un- 
derſtanding, Diſcourſe, and a Freedom of Acting, 
| Which the reſt are not. And therefore nothing 
in the World could give him to Exiſt, or be 
the firſt Cauſe of his Being: only He who is, 
and was from all Eternity, could be, and do 
this, and Communicate what of His Perfections 
He pleaſed to him, and that is Gd. 

If. 45. 12. This Account the Scripture, and, therein, 
Gen, I. 27. God Himſelf, gives us of it, ſaying, I have made 


5.1, z the Earth and Created Man upon it. It is God that 


; Deu.g. 3 2. ; 
pf. 100. > hath made us, and not we our ſelves. 


F149. 2. And this is indeed the only Account, that 
can poſſibly be given of the firſt Formation of 

Man. 55 
And tis one ſingular Commendation, as well 

as Proof, of the Truth of Religion in general, 

and, that its Object, God, is not a fictitious 

Being exiſting only in the Fancies of Men: 

That it can endure the Teſt of the ſevereſt 
Reaſon, and, by it, baffle all the aſſuming 

Wit and Reaſon of Mankind, that Oppoſes, 


and would ſet it ſelf, not only above, but 


againſt, all that is called God. 
Wherefore, all Men, who have not Faith, 
or, Who do not Believe theſe common Princi- 
ples of Religion, are, fitly fterm'd by the A- 


= , 27.3.2. poſtle, 4m A, Diſorderly, Inſolent, and 


Unreaſonable Men, Men not to be ranked in the 

Order, Place, or Number of Rational Beings: 

both becauſe they require more Evidence for 
things, than they will bear : and alſo take up 

with the moſt unwarrantable Prejudices and 

falſe Preſumptions againſt Religion, without 

oo A | well 


it hath not in it ſelf. But Man, 
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which it ſtands ?) 1 / 07 H 
They are indeed — very Unitafonable; 

and, for the molt part, wicked Men, ho have 

nor Fan N hey, commonly, are deſtitute of 


that can hold, or effectually reſtrain ſu Men 


from Wickedneſs, ſo long as it ſuits with their + 


preſent Intereſt or Pleaſure, andi is in the Power 


of their hands to do it. 


And, as to their Unreaſonableneſs i in not 


Believing a God, which is alſo their Sin : (of 


which only, at preſent, we are concern d to 


ſpeak: and on the ſtedfaſt Belief of Whom, all 


other Principles, as well as Afs of Religion de- | 
pend) the greateſt Infidels, or the chief Patrons 


of Infidelity, can alledge nothing at all, that 
is but Probable or Material, againſt the Verity 


of His Being; nothing, that will away with 


any ſober”, ſafe, and found Reaſoning ; nay, 
kia but whar may, Nullo Negotio, very 
eaſily, be Confuted. 

For it cannot be, that the World ſhould 
either be Eternal, or made by Chance. Which, 


thoꝰ it be perfect in its Kind, and ſpeaks both 
the Wiſdom and the Praiſes of its e Prov 4.19 


well examining r ths Grounds and Ta oh 


Vertue too: there being no Principle in Nature, 2Per. i. . 


no Obligation of Conſcience, that c bind, is. 19 


being Admirably fitted to all the Purpoſes, for . 89. 5. 


which 'twas made: Vet, abſolutely ſpeaking, 


it is muck too imperfect, to have been of it 
ſelf: it having not ſo much as the very leaſt 
glimpſe of Reaſon, or Senſe, whereby to guide 


it ſelf, or {ſteer its own Motions. 


It can't be, that all the mighty Works, and | 


many Wonders, we read in facred Hiſtory, 


beſides thoſe we meet with? in Prophane Writers 
(who, 


4 


"ATOM 


— 


(Who, in Matters of Fact, might ſometimego 
happen to write Truth) were nothing butfa 
mere Impoſtures: ſeeing they were general 
own'd, and atteſted to be True, by thoſe that 
faw em. And if One of all theſe was true, 
aälncd not a counterfeit Miracle; If ever the 
* — divided, or Jordan driven back. 
the Ms Progreſs ſtayed, in the Heavens, for the 
Space of a whole Day: the Fire kept from burnin 
the molt Combuſtible Matter, or ſingeing the Hair 
of the Head; or the Courſe of Nature invert-| 
ed, in any other ſingle Inſtance ; if ever a Man 
was raiſed from the Dead, .or but any-one Devil 
caſt out of a Demoniack, from the Foundation 
of the World, to this Time; it could not be, 
without the Finger of God in it. | 
But abſtracting from theſe and all other Mi. 
raculons Effefts of the divine Power; which yet 
if well weigh'd and duly conſider'd with all thef 
Circumſtances, wherewith they were wroughtÞ 
and attended, muſt needs be acknowledg'd to 
be of God by all ſober Men; and may ſuffice to 
convince even the moſt Incredulous of their Error, 
in not believing in God with all their Heart; 
unleſs they be ſuch rigid Exactors of Reaſon, 
as will be ſatisfy' d with nothing leſs than ſtrid 
See the Demonſtration : tho at the ſame time they who 
LivelyOr- reject all Scripture Teftimony , do in effect re- 
zcles Sec nounce their Reaſon too. I farther ſay and} 
„ „ prove, it cannot be, that Man had no Begin- 
ning, or had his Beginning from any other Power 
than that of Gd. = e 
For I demand, How was it poſſible for Man, 
who never continues long in one Station, to 
have been at firſt without ſome Firſt Cauſe of 
his Being, that was before him ? OO 
| | = otner 
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| butjall things? For tis evident, from the Reaſons 


rall 


already alledg'd, that Man could not be of him- 


thai e, without any ſuch Cauſe of his Being: and 


rue, 
the 
Ack: 
r the 
22 i 
Hair 
ert- 
Man 
evil 
tion 


be, 


alſo, becauſe, had he been Se Mexiſtent, as God 


is, without deriving his Being from any. Cauſe 
whatever, he muſt have been wholly Indepen- 
dent; and then he would have needed n&Suſte-. 


nance, and could never have Died, as we ſee 


all Men do; but muſt have continued in his 
Firſt Eſtate, as long as he pleaſed, and that is, 
For moſt certain it is, and obvious 
to every Man's Reaſon, that whatſoever doth 
not any way derive its Being from another, but 


for ever. 


only from it ſelf, hath a Power likewiſe to con- 
tinue it ſelf as long as it pleaſes in that Being, 
and no other Being hath Power to take it away. 

But that there hath been an Eternal Suc- 


ceſton of the Generations of Men, (as the A- 
| theiſt ſuppoſes) without ſome Firſt Man, from 
| whom they all deſcended, is abſurd and im- 
poſſible, nay, tis very Nonſenſe, and a plain 
Contradiction in it ſelf: becauſe that which 
ſucceeded and followed after another, could 
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im other Cauſe could that be, but Go d, wit) Ca uſed * 


not be from Eternity, but muſt begin ſome 


time or other, and have ſome Cauſe of its 
Being. 


Beſides, we ſee every Man Cauſed by ano- 


ther in the Ordinary Way of Procreation, and, 


that we all deſcend from our Parents by Na- 
tural Generation : and therefore there mult have 


been One Common Father and Mother of us all, 
In the Aſcending Line, that were not Begotten, 
but C#eazed. And He that Created them was 


God, and could be no other, than God: Who 


is therefore ſaid to have made of One Blood al 48.17.26 


Na- 


E 2 


Niem af — ab Adel on al ohe: — He : 
Enrth; becauſe they all proceeded out of the 
Loyns of that Firſt Man, whom God Created 3 
and Mule! | tas? 5 Io 
That therefore which z is . 1 be / 
"opts of Men cannot have been Perpe- 
tual 2 parte ante, or, (Which is all One) there 
could be no ſuch thing as an Eternal Succeſſion 
of Men, as to the Generations that are paſt: 
becauſe a Succeſſton or Deſcent of one Man 
from another, neceſſarily ſuppoſes ſome Man, 
from hom all the reſt deſcended, to have had 
his Beginning, in Time, but yet not from ano- 
ther Man. And frem whence then ſhould: he 
have it? Not from himſelf, becauſe nothing 
can cauſe or make it ſelf; nor could he have it 
from any Being inferiour to himſelf t becauſe 
no Being can give that Excellency and Perfecti. 
on to another, Which it hath not in it ſell. 
And there is no Creature upon Earth ſo Ex- 
cellent as Man, none endu'd with Reaſon, and 
Underſtanding. and Speech to communicate it, 
befides im; and therefore no Creature upon 
Earth could at firſt Contribute any thing to his 
Being. Nay, all the Men in the World are 
fo far from being able to make one Man like] 
themſelves, in the Way that he was made, and | : 
mult have been made, at firſt, that they can- || 
not make one Hair of him naturally I bite or 
Black, much leſs frame the whole Compoſitum, 
or make one Entire, Complete Man; or but 
any one Integral Part of his Body: not to men- 
tion one Tittle at preſent, more than what 
hath been mention d, concerning his Soul. 
Nor can all the reſt of the ble Creation do 


any _ towards it; no, nor the Angels 
them- 
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th themſelves, W 0 bat peas —_ theres "I 
the fore cannot Create; altho* they are Beings of 
x more excellent Order, than any other Created 
Beings. How then, can we imagine, could any 
The Man at firit be Formed, but 807 e Mighty 
rpe- Mork and Power of God! e 0 
here] And as for ſuch Men, who are not, or Will | 
Hon not, be ſatisfied with this; let them give mea 
aſt: better Account of it, if they are able; nay, 
let them, if they can, give me any other tole- 
frably good, Probable, or but Poſſible Solution, 
than what hath been already given of it; which 
I am aware and ſure they cannot: no, not tho; 
| heÞthey may be reputed the moſt, ſagacious Men, 
ung Men of greateſt Underſtanding, and quick- 
eltÞ eſt Inſpection, in other Matters; becauſe Ido 
uſe know, and am as well aflur'd; as I can be of 
ctl-B any thing, of which my ourward Senſes do not 
elf. verfcRly and thoroughly inform me, that it 
<x-Þ was not poſſible for Man to be at N Formed 
nd any other Way. | it 
it, And to make this out t Fully, 1 at e 2 I 
on will only further ſuppoſe a Caſe, which e 
his not improperly, be fuppoſed: and, propoſe * 
re Queſtion to them upon it, to ſee if they 

ke Þ any way reſolve it me, by excluding the Deity 
nd from having to do with the primitive Creation 
of Man. 8 | 
Let us then, 9 Argumentation s Sake, and 
n, to render the Demonſtration yet plainer, if 
ut poſſible) ſuppoſe only that to be at preſent, 
Which either hath been in time paſt, or will 
it | certainly be hereafter : That — 5 was Now, ꝛ. 
at this preſent juncture, no ſuch Creature, as 
Man, living upon the Face of the whole Earth, 


| 
S | {as Once, we are aſſur d, there was none, 75 
06 | 5 0 
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before God Created and Formed Man upon 
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5 ] 9 


or otherwiſe taken out of the World: (as by 


an Univerſal Deluge, or Peſtilence, or by be- 


ing tranſlated, they might be, before the time, 


before the laſt Conflagration) and ſuppoſe with- 


al ,* that the World 'was to be Repeopled and 
Repleniſß d, as at the Firſt: What other — 
imaginable Way. woul * be, for ſo much 


as one living Man to come to be again in the} 


World; except it were through the might) 
Operatias, and ſupernatural Power of the ſame 
eternal and invifible God, either raiſing him up 


from the dead, or creating him anew, and] 


placing him again upon the Face of this Earth, 
that created and placed him there at the firſt? 


by what other means, I ſay, can we conceive it 


poſſible, that ever he ſhould be Ons; or 
N into Being. 

Not by himſelf: For that were an a 
fible and n Suppoſition: as I have 
ſnewn; nor by any thing elſe in the World, 
that is inferiour to himſelf: for the Reaſon be- 
fore aſſign d: Therefore he could be Created 


by none but God, who made the Heavens, and 


the Earth, and Created Man upon it. 

For can we conceive, that any thing i in the 
World, or all things put together, could, i 
ſuch a Caſe, produce ſo much as One individual, 
fingle Man in the whole World, or any One 
thinking, rational, wiſe, projecting Creature, 
like him? No, in no- wiſe: we know, they 
would not be able. 

And yet the Caſe was juſt the Gs, both as 
to the Power, and the Act of Creating him, 


the 


much as a Man to till the Ground) but that alllch 
ankind were either utterly extinct by Death, in 


uf 


In 
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at allſthe Saen as i 
ath,JInſtant, if ther 


*** * =T 31 "FR 2 
: would be now, at chis very 
were no ſuch Being as Man 


8 by upon the Earth. And no One, but ſuch an 

be- Inſinitel/ Powerful, Wiſe, and Glorious Being, as 
ime, Cod is, could produce ſo noble and ſo wiſe a 
rhe Creature, as Man is; ſo much Nobler, than 


and 
ible, 
uch 
the 


ght y 


any other of the viſible, ſublunary Creatures, 


that he is ſaid to be made but little lower than Pſ. 8. 5. 
Nay, and as if this had been al- Hel. 2. 7. 
[moſt too hard an Enterprize for one of them 
ſingly, (the ſacred Hiſtory repreſenting to as 


the Augels. 


after the manner of Men) there was not only 


a Concurrence and Co-operation, (as in all 
| the other Works of Creation) but a Council, as 
it were, of the Glorious and ever Bleſſed Tant 


for his Formation; and the ſublunary, mate- 


rial World, when finiſh'd and made, was no 


more able to bring it to paſs, or do any thing 


towards it, than a Man, when Created, is able 
to ſtop the Sun in its Courſe. 


pg then if God made Man, as from ban 


we muſt Naturally and Neceſſarily infer ; and can 


give no other tolerable account how he was or 
could be firſt brought into Being; we need not 
deſire a better Argument, to prove, That God is. 
Nor need we then ſo much as Ask, or Think, 

what would be beſt for us to do, or, how we 
ought, in Prudence, to ſquare our Lives, if (as 

ſome chuſe to put the Suppoſition) it were but 
a doubtful Caſe : fince (ſetting aſide Revela- 
tion) it thus plainlygappears, to be paſt all 


Doubt, That there isa God, that judgeth the Earth. 2 165 


This way of Reaſoning muſt needs be ſo 
natural, obvious, and eaſy to the meaneſt Ap- 
prehenſion and Capacity, that no one, that 


conſiders, can chuſe but join with it. W 
as 
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- eee 
has made me to urge it the more vehemently] 
and inſiſt upon it ſomewhat the longer: evenf 
to a kind of feeming "Fautology and Repeti 
tion: but ſuch as was uſeful to ſtrengthen thi 
whole Argument, as it was moſt worthy in it 
ſelf, and would very well bear, to be ſo ma 
ee pidiny a3 {> 190 wh 
Poor ſo ſtrong and forcible is the Proof, ti 

evince what tis alledg'd for, from the 1 
ning to the End of it: as would ſuffice to ſtag 
ger and baffle the Infidelity of the greatelf 
Atheiſt in the World, if he did but ſet himſel 
| duly and ſeriouſly to conſider it. For I cannot 
for my Life, diſcern, how he can evade it, orþ 
what poſſible Anſwer he can make to it in his 
Favour, without rendring himſelf Brutiſh and 
Unreaſonable in the higheſt Degree. 
For what can ſuch a one fay, as to the Be- 
ginning of Mankind? Will he ſay, that Men 
at firſt dropt from the Clouds, or were exhal' 
from the Sea, like Vapours, or were only Terre 
Filii, Sons of the Earth, born out of her Belly, 
without having been ever begotten there: as 
the Poets, and even ſome Hiſtorians as Roman- 
tick, and Prophane as the Poets, do feign of 
the Race of the Giants and Others, that were 
ure Paientag e. 
To hold long Diſputation with ſuch a Man, 


5 6.4 would be but to anſwer 4 Fool according to his Fol). 


He is indeed One, who is much too unreaſon- 
able, ludicrous, and trifling, to be gravely 
and ſeriouſly Argued and Diſputed withal. And 
ſo Jleave him to his own Deluſion. 

But for others, who dare not thus trifle 
with God and their own Souls ; nor ſport with 
eternal Damnation, as an innocuous, harmlels 
wk 5 thing: 


ever 
peti 
n the 
in it 
ma 


I, te 


ledge : I doubt not, but that (with the Bleſſing 


>atel 
mſel 
nnot 


„ Of 


1 his 
and 


Be- 
Men 
ald 
brls 
lly, 
: 25 


ently ching: but are willing, nay | deſirous, to hav 
their Judgments eſtabliſht and ſet right in this 
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Matter: (which is of no ſmall Moment to them, 
as it tends to make Men truly Pious: and may, 

through the Mercy of God, conduce very much 
to their everlaſting Salvation) I refer em to the 
eee, Arguments; which if they will but 
vouchſafe to read over attentively, and to re- 
view and judge of them deliberately and im- 
artially, according to the belt of their Know- 


and Direction of Almighty God, who ſhines 
in our Darkneſs, and diſpels it) they will, and 
muſt be thereby abundantly ſatisfied and con- 
vinc'd of the Truth of what they undertake 
for. Which I do not ſpeak, or exhort them 
to, out of any the leaſt Affectation, becauſe 
they are Mine: but becauſe they are very 

cogent and perſwaſive, clear and ſtrong in 
themſelves; and becauſe they are, moreover, _ 
of greateſt Conſequence to them and all Men : 
as they are very well adapted, in order to cauſe 
them unfeignedly to believe in God, fo as to ſet 


Him always before them, as a conſtant Specta- 


tor and Rewarder of their Actions: than which, 
nothing is, or can be, of greater, or more uni- 
verfal Concernment to Mankind. 
I ſhall now cloſe and ſum up all, with Two ' 
or Three very uſeful practical Inferences, and 
Concluſions, from what has been ſaid. _ 
> If God then Created us: as moſt undoubtedly 
He did, or we could never have been: I in- 
fer from hence, 5 5 e 


Firft, That we oughi to labour, by all poſ- 
ſible means, to poſſeſs our Minds with a 
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and hearty Belief of the great Work of our 


Creation; and to bleſs God for the ſame. _ 
Secondly, That in Conſequence thereof, we 


ſhould likewiſe endeavour to poſſeſs and affect 


our Souls with a fixed s firm, and unſhaken 


| | Belief of God and His Providence," His Bounty 
and Goodneſs, and of all His other Attributes: 


and alſo with a conſtant, lively Senſe, and 


| habitual Thought of God, and of the Duty 
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we owe to Him, as the Author of our Being: 
which, in the Holy Style, is Remembring our 
Creator. . 


Thirdly and Laſihh, That we make it our 


chief Care, to anſwer the great End and De- | 


fin of our Creation: And that is to provide for 


our own eternal Welfare and Happineſs, by 


living to the Praiſe, and Glory of our Creator, 


. Firſt, Let's endeavour, by all the ways that 


are poſſible, to poſſeſs our Minds with a ſerious 


and hearty Belief of the great Work of our Creation: 


and to bleſs God for the ſame. 


Io which Purpoſe we ſhall do well to con- 


ſider with our ſelves, again and again, what 


plain, demonſtrative, convincing Proofs there 


are, that that Work, as great, and mighty, and 


marvellous, as it appears to be, and really is, 


muſt, ſome time or other, have been done; 
and, as often to reflect upon, and bethink our 
ſelves of the Time, when Man was not; 
which will naturally and unavoidably lead us 


to the Belief and Remembrance of Him that 


Created him. For that ſuch a Time there 
was, and that Man could then no otherwiſe 
come into Being, than by Creation, is no lels 


certain, and apparent, from the whole N 


Pit whence they were firſt digged: J believe there 


| merely through Inconfiderateneſs, and for want 
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of my precedi 
now 18. __ Holy 
And would Men but accuſtom themſelves to 
Meditate, and 'Think on theſe things, with 
the whole ſtreſs and vigour of their Under- 
ſtandings, till their Hearts became touched, 
and warmly and deeply Aﬀected with them: 
would they but thus diligently look unto the [ 
Rock whence they were heun, and the Hole of the Iſa. 51; 1. 


would be no ſuch thing as an Infidel among us. 
We could not then doubt of the Reality of that 
Being, which gave us Ours. Whereas now , 1 


of Faith in this Point, Men turn Infidels in 


every thing elſe: deny God and His Provi- 
dence, and a Future State of Life: neither of þ 


which they could poſſibly diſown , if they did 
but own their Creation: or, their being by 
Him brought from Not- being to Being. 
Which, by the way, may ſuffice to take 
Men off from that idle, fond, and fooliſh Pre- 
ſumption, of Believing, er Hoping, or 'Trult- 
ing, they ſhall not be Puniſhed for not Be-, 
lieving, what they did not, could not, or ra- 
ther would not ſee Reaſon enough to make em 
Believe: becauſe (as hath been ſhewn) there 
is abundant Proof of it, and Reaſon ſufficient 
to Convince any unprejudic'd Man , of the 
meaneſt Capacity, both of the Being and Provi- 
dence of God, plainly declared by the Creation 
of Man, (not to ſay, of the World) and no 
ground at all for his Unbelief: which leaves 2Per-3. 5. 
him without Excuſe, even tho' he had no Re- ** 1. 19, 
velation to Guide him; and may alſo fully Con- m i 
vince him at once, "oy the Belief of a _— ; | | 
1220 id . 2 
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ids not. * . to 1 5 hell, a Sug 


geſtion of the Poet) | 
PDrimus in Orbe Deos fecit W 


at firſt proceed from a Groundleſs Fear and 


Jealouſy of Him in the Minds of Men: but 
from the higheſt Nene and moſt mature Con- 


x ſideration. 
TPuhis therefore is a Thing, which very 


greatly oncerns, us all, even as much as it 


[aver.s. 21 does, to have Faith in Gods or, to Believe 
Mark 11. in Him: which is the Firſt Article of our 


Creed. > 

For tho' the Being of Ged, as 3 d in, 
and by it ſelf, be la Independent on the 
— of Man, or of any thing elſe; for 
that He might be, and i is, and was, before any 


Creature was Formed, yea, and before al 


Time: according to chat ſublime Deſcription, 


which Moſes gives of him: Before the Mountains 


were brought forth, or ever. the Earth and the 


World were made: Thou art God from Everlaſt- 


ing, and World without End; yet our Belief of 
His Being depends very much upon our Belief 
of our Creation, becauſe we are ſure there 
could be no Creation without Him. And if 
there were no Creation, there could be no 
Creator: No ſupreme Being in all the World, 
that has any ſuch endearing Relation to us, as 


His being our Creator ſuppoſes: which would 


mightily retard our. Belief in Him, as well as 
our Affection towards Him. And we muſt then 
ſhew, or give a good Gueſs, how we our 
Selves at firſt came into the World ſome o- 
ther way. 
Tis true, even 1 if God did exiſt at 
ul He could not ceale to be, what He 1s 1n 
Himſeli, 


87 


created us, we (who are moſtly led by, things 


| Himſelf, an etern 


* 


feft Spirit. But if we believe not, that He 
Senfible, and Vifible, and Natural, to the ac- 


knowledgment of things Spiritual and Invifible) 
ſhall ſoon be tempted to believe, or at leaſt 


ſuſpect, there is no God. For by diſowning 


this great Maſter-piece of His viſible Works, 


our own Creation : we let go one of the very 
cleareſt and beſt Evidences in Nature, we have, 
of His Being: and can then diſcover no better, 


no ſuch other Token of his Divinity, in the 


World: none, - that is the very Image and 
Tranſcript af Himſelf, i ns ff thn bh 
Accordingly, we wo obſerve, that there 


have been ſome Men in former Days, who, the 


better to enable them to deny God's Being and 


Providence in the World, have diſown'd His 
Creation of it; that all Azbeiſts, and none but 
Atheiſts, diſown it at this Day: to the End 
they may the more eaſily encourage and diſ- 
penſe with themſelves, to-lay no reſtraint upon 
their Luſts. 1 „ 

And becauſe this fo fundamental a Hereſie 
is (as we have ſeen) ſuch an Inlet to Atheiſm, 
and all Impiety : it becomes the more need- 
ful for us to arm our ſelves againſt it, by our 
being fully perſwaded in our own Minds, that 
we were Created. ET — 7 60 

Now, foraſmuch as this, and all other Faith, 


is partly infus'd into and conferr'd upon us by _ 


the Grace of God, partly acquir'd by our 
own Search and Induſtry, and Application to 


right Means: and cometh (ordinarily) into us 25/1. 4 6. 
by Prayer, and by Hearing, and Reading the Roto. 2 


Mord of God, which is Quick and Powerful, _ 
8 „ | >. en 
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FF: . often works more effectually upon our Minds, 
than any human Means or Diſcourles can do: 
I know no better or more expedient Method, I 
to beget, increaſe and confirm this Faith anda 
Perſwaſjon in us, than for us, firſt to peruſe, ſr 
contemplate, and well digeſt Moſes's ſacred anda 
moſt noble Hiſtory of the Creation; and then, f a 
to ſet in order before us, put together, andi f 
revolve in our Minds, all the proper Argu- 
ments and Motives we can think on, (whereot 
I have only given a ſhort Specimen) that may 
any way conduce to our ſtedfaſt Believing the 
ob. 3. 3. Truth of tha Hiſtory. And then, becauſe 
* Faith is not of our ſelves, not chiefly of our 
own Procuring, but is the Gift of God: when 
we have laid theſe things together, well weighd 
and conſider d them, and done all we can to 
convince our Underſtandings: ſo that we can 
ſay, with ſome pretty good Aſſurance, Lord! 
We Believe; we ſhould, we muſt, to our En- 
deavours, annex our frequent and fervent 
Prayers to God, (who is the Author of our 
Faith, as well as of our Being) That He 
would take the Veil from off our Hearts, I- 
luminate our Minds, Incline our Wills, and 
Help our Unbelief. Wop FW; | 
For, elſe, ſuch is the Hailty, yea, Contumacy 
of 'our Nature, that, notwithſtanding the belt 
Moral Arguments and Reaſonings in the World 
to Perſwade us, yet, if that Great Myſtagogne, 
that Heavenly, Divine Teachen and Interpreter of 
Myſteries, the Holy Spirit of God, doth not {et 
the Faith and Belief of Him home upon our 
Spirits and Conſciences; it will never have that 
Univerſally good Effect upon our Hearts and 
Eives, which it ought. be 
e And 
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And God's Grace (Uſually) is 
:[ſtow'd upon Men, according to the different 
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Degrees of their humble Dependance on Him, 
and of their humble' and earneſt Supplications 
to Him: and according to their different Uſe 
and Improvements of thoſe Means of Grace, 
and of that Grace it ſelf, which He has af- 
forded them. on | 
The Former of which we have impoſted in 
that ghoſtly, ſage Advice of the Wiſe Man, 
Truſt in the Lord with all thine Heart, and lean 
not to thine own Underſtanding. In all thy Ways 
acknowledge Him, and He ſhall direct thy Paths. 


Pro. 3.5, 6. 


Wholeſom, Profitable Counſel ! very Seaſon- 


able Admonition for all Sorts and Conditions 
of Men! but eſpecially moſt fit to be followed 
by thoſe Haughty, Self- opinionated, High- 
flown, Conceited Dogmatiſts; who, relying too 
much on their own private Judgments, and 
{ſtretching themſelves beyond their juſt Mea- 


ſure, and going about (after the Old Jewiſh 


Faſhion, and ſome Newer Modes) to Eſtabliſi 
their own Righteouſneſs, and their own Tenets, 
have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the Righte- 
ouſneſs which is of God by Faith; but, affect- 
ing to be Wiſe above what is written, have pre- 
ferr'd their own Figments, and Fancies, Su. 
perſtitions, and“ private Perſwaſions to the gn © 
pure Word of God: Who ordained His Word whichrhey | 
to be a Lantern unto our Feet, and a Light unto ®"* Lt 
our Paths; by which Light therefore Men "7, 
ought to be guided, and to make it the Rule 257. . 20 
of their Faith and Manners _© — 
The Latter is ſignified in that memorable 
Saying of Chriſt to His Diſciples, Jbefoever latehi1z. 
bath, to him ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abun- 12. 


4 


danee : 


6 


taken auay, even that he hath. Which Text is, 
I think, rightly applied by all Divines, to 
Men's Growing, or not Growing in Grace, in the 
Grace which they have receiv C. 
Hence it is, that the wealthieſt and learnedſt 
Men, the nobleſt and greateſt Perſonages, the 
politeſt and moſt ingenious Souls, 
88 uos e meliore luto finxit Titan, BY 
who ſeem to be made of a finer Mould, than 
Others, are not always the moſt Religious ; 
becauſe they have not always the greateſt 
Faith, nor Humbleneſs of Mind ſufficient to 
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0 7. to apply themſelves to God, for obtaining this 


Aber. 1. 1. precious Faith, and other ſubſequent Favours 

and Mercies from God; as did that humble 

and importunate Syrophænician Woman in the 

3 5 Goſpels, Who would take no Denial of her Re- 

22. fo ver. Jueſt, (ſuch was her Humility, and fo great 

29. Was her Faith) tho' ſhe met with divers very 
Mar 75.26, harſh Repulſes, one after another, from her 
27,28. Lord and Maſter. | 
LL» But theſe Men, very commonly, are deſti- 
tute of Faith, becauſe they are, very often, 
Strangers to the Grace of Humility : Which, 

- Whereſoever it is, prepares the Way for all 

other Graces, nouriſhes and encreaſes in us 

true Religion, (which is the beſt Accompliſh- 

ment of a Man) and is it ſelf the great Quali- 

fication requiſite for the worthy Reception of 

the Grace of God. As our Saviour Himſelt 

hath noted in that His devout Doxology, or, 
Mae. f. f rather, Gratulation: I thank thee, O Father ! 
rs 18. Lord of Heaven and Earth! becauſe Thou haſt 

| hid theſe things (viz. the great, myſterious, in- 
: EY compre- 


24 Feng A * 1 "BE "IL 
2 _ KLE _ 1 „„ 
Fc EF FF in i ers 


—— — — 
N n 2 3 


> — wi pag „ — 
: V 5 hg 42 rh 2 22 , Noth a 175 — FIR — 23 1 

- FI. —"— 3 45 . Pad S 4) Sort; a * * +* : Qp«xH NE I IP Fo. * e „ © LEE N N . E 
E 2 bp 5 1 . — ? N * nn e 8 Any R Y ETA...» ot en enn wy PET 5 e 3 r 2 1 

5 e e 0 4 : d 2 N 82 * * 8 2 - , * 1 ” 1 & 2 n= 

OOO . ee eee en ee . ED 4 THR wat Fo IE WY NY REG : l 2 'Y 7 e 8 Þ D- '6 — 

Y 0 5 W ONES. $74 FCC r r P 2-4" 5 5 r " s — 8 38 1 door wh, 
. + . . - — % * a of - a 7 n r * 4 2 2 | , a 1 . 5 nn 2 ts f 
: 4 v2 * g A r — Wy. * * 


Ane: but whiſoever hath not, from him ſhall be 


make them, with all Lowlineſs and Earneſtneſs, | 
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Objects of Faith) from the Wiſe ja. g. 21. 

and Prudent , (in their own Sight: as were, Ro. r. 22. | 
more eſpecially, the Philoſophers and reputed 1 Cor. 1. 
Wiſe Men of Greece and Athens, among the 421 
Heathen, and Scribes, among the Jews) An det. 
haſt revealed them unto Babes : (unto Men meek Jam. 2. 5. i 
and humble, poor in Spirit, Impolitick and 1 
Inoffenſive, as little Children) who not being 
expert in Fg Myſteries of Craft, and the Op- 1 Tim. G. 
poſitious of Science, falſiy ſo called: (not, in the 20, 21. 9 
knotty Speculations, and ſubtile Sophiſms of the Col. 2. 8. 
vain Gentil-Philoſophy, in which others ſo much 2 
prided themſelves) were generally leaſt eſteem'd 


. 


by them that were: and, but very little, among 


Men: but were, however had in greateſt B. 72. 4- 
Eſteem with God. —-Even ſo Father, for ſo it 222 . 
ſeemed good in thy Sight. | On. "x 9s 

And St. Paul tells us the Reaſon of this more = 
Explicitely : -—That no Fleſh ſhould Glory in his 10ur. 1. 29 
Preſence : as tho' by their own Power or Holi- 
neſs, Wiſdom or Learning, much leſs by their = 
worldly Honour or Greatneſs, they could at: 1 
tain to the excellent Knowledge of His Grace and phil. 3. 8. 
Faith in ni, +: . | | 
That. no Fleſh ſhould Hure in His Preſence, uo Jam 4. 6. 
reſiſts the proud, but gives more Grace unto the et. J. 1. 
lowly. Who filleth the hungry (that hunger and pf 38 3+ 
thirſt after Righteouſneſs) with good things, with * ff 
the Gifts and Graces of His holy Spirit, with _ 
Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, and true Holi- 
— aud the Rich (who think they need nod 
Repentance, and are not at all ſenſible of their 
Spiritual Wants) He ſends empty away. Rev. 3. 17. 
But if. any Mlan will do His Mill, will but ſet 
himſelf Reſolutely, Sincerely, and Conſcientiouſiy 
to do it, he ſhall know 8 God, Whether he 
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5413. Mind from the Spirit of God, as he ſhall not 
8 * 1 be able to withſtand. And if he be but 
_ 7 of the Truth, that 4: may be Saved, to attend 
do the Word of God and Prayer, „and wait 
upon God in all His Ordinances he ſhall, doubt- 
i leſs, (becauſe this is all, that God requires of 
= Mic 6. 8 1 for the Obtaining of it) have His Grace 
= ed him, to make him diſcern, believe, 
ad now, that God is his Creator: and wor- 
thily to Bleſs and Praiſe His holy Name for it. 
For, becauſe it is not enough for us, to be 
fully perſwaded in our own Minds, 'That it 
Was Fry and None. but God, that Created 
us; e we alſo improve this Notion to the 
beſt Purpoſes: : We ſhould ever own and ac- 
knowledge it with all Thankfulneſs to God: 
and (as our Church uirects) often Bleſs God 
for our Creation. | 
And there is indeed abundant Reaſon why 
we ſhould do this; and particularly, why we 
ſhould ever Bleſs, and give God 'Thanks and 
Praiſe, for His Infinite Goodneſs to us, in Ma- 


cauſe His ſo Creating us, was in Order to all 
other Bleſſings and Benefits, that have been, 
or ſhall be Conferr'd upon us, ſince that Time: 
and without which, we had been for ever Un- 
capable of Receiving any other Bleſſing from 
j / God. Which leads me to my Second Inference 
drawn from the foregoing Diſcourſe, Namely, 
Secondly, That, in Conſequence thereof, we 
| ſhould endeavour to poſſeſs and affect our Souls 
with a fixed, firm, and unſhaken Belief of God 
and His Pr evidence, His 8 and n 
an 
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. Meekly and Humbly diſpos d to receive the Love 
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king us Men, and not Beaſts, or Worms: be- 
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and of all His other Attributes: an allo m To 


a conſtant, lively Senſe, and habitual Thought 
of God, and of the Duty we owe to Him, 


Jas the Author of our Being, which, in the 


Holy Style; is Remembring Our Creator. 

But *tis One thing, barely to Believe, and 
Another, to have a conſtant, lively Senſe, and 
habitual Thought of God, and of our Duty to 
Him: which they often are very Remiſs and 
Negligent in, who nevertheleſs pretend, not in 
the leaſt to Doubt of His Being, nor of His 


Tho' Man is a Perpetually-Thinking Crea- 


ture, whoſe Thoughts keep pace with the Mo- 


ments, and whoſe Mind or Soul can as foon 
ceaſe to Be, as, to Think on ſomewhat or 
other, while he is Awake: yet very few Men 
ſpend much Time in Thinking of That which 
moſt Concerns them, God, and His Service, and 
their Own Immortal Happineſs; but moſt Men 
ſuffer the Cares and Pleaſures, and Riches, 
and Love of this World, to engroſs their whole 
Time; and their Hearts too, and to juſtle the 
Thoughts of God out of their Minds, Whom 


they ought above all things to Remember, and i 7he/: * 
to be almoſt Inceſſantly- Thinking upon: after 17, 18. 
As if P/. 1. 
the Day-time had been too ſhort for it, paſſed pf 63. J. 


part of the Night, in Praiſing, and CO 19.62 
| ”” P/. 55.18. 


the Example of the holy Pſalmiſt ; who, 


and Meditating upon God. 
Bur our 'Thinking frequently of our Crea- 


tion, will bring God into our Remembrance: 
and keep the Remembrance of Him freſh in 
our Minds; as that, which could be no other, 
than the Act of an Almighty Agent, the Act 
thus Remember Him, only 
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of God. And if we 
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as our Creator, we cannot but have ſo much 
Faith in Him, as to Believe Him to be a Power- 
ful, a Great, and a Glorious Being, Whoſe Plea- 
ſure ought therefore, even on this account, to 
be obey'd and ſubmitted to, and His Will 
fulfill'd. „ 5 $274 „„ 
But without this Faith, and ſomewhat more, 
Heb. 1 1. 6. it is Impoſſible to Pleaſe Him. For he that cometh 
to God, (or, that will rightly and duly worſhip 
and ſerve Him) muſt not only believe that he is, 
but, that He is a Rewarder of them that diligently 
ſeek Him. Which Latter may alſo Reaſonably, 
as the Former muſt Neceſſarily, be inferr'd from 
His Act of Creating us. . 
Theſe are the Two grand Articles or Princi- 
ples of Natural Religion, the Belief of God's Being, 
and of His Providence, as to one. main Branch 
Pſ 19. 11. of it, His amply Rewarding His faithful Ser- 
7137. 21. yants : in which all Mankind are, very greatly, 
Iſa. 64. 4. if not equally, concern d, whether they be 
Chriſtians, or not; and, which if we ſtedfaſtly 
Believe, it cannot (one would think) but ex- 
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Honour and Adore Him. And we ſhall not 
then diſpute , but acquieſce in, the 'T'ruth of 
every other Point, of Revealed Religion, and 
received Principle of Natural Religion : and 
{et our ſelves to practice the known Duties of 
it. For if we firmly believe, that God is, and 
alſo, that, by faithfully Serving Him, (which 
is meant by our diligently ſeeking Him) we do 
moſt eftectually ſerve our ſelves, and promote 
our own greateſt Intereſt and Happineſs, which 
'. WY we all deſire: What ſhould then hinder us 
10 from Acting according to ſuch our Belief: or, 
1 from being Careful to maintain good Works? 


But 
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cite us to Love, Fear, and Reverence, Serve, 
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ing Manner, to the Practical Atheiſt, who 


Believes there is a God, but Lives as if there | 
were None : Thou believeſt that there is one God ; Jam. 2. | 
thou doſt well: The Devils alſo Believe and Trem- 19, 20. 


ble. But wilt thou know, O vain Man, that Faith 
without Works is dead ? And St. Paul ſpeaks of 


ſome, that profeſs to know God, but in Works Tit. 1. 16. 6 


deny Him? e | | 

My Anſwer is, that, as for the Caſe of the 
Devils, it is quite Deſperate, they have no 
Hope of being Saved, and therefore no En- 
couragement to repent, or turn from their 
evil Doings. They know they are conſign d to 


everlaſting Torment for their wilful Rebellion and 


Apoſtacy from God and Goodneſs : and, that they 
cannot eſcape Almighty Vengeance, by all that 
they can do. And therefore, tho' they like- 
wiſe certainly believe and know, that God is, 
and that this God is but One; ny perfectly 


hate and dread Him, as Slaves and can never 


attempt to pleaſe Him, or to do good, becauſe 


they know it will be in vain. © © 

But God be thanked, it is not ſo with us, 
who have all the Motives and Encouragements, 
that can be, both of this Life and the Future, 
to ſtudy to pleaſe God: and the greateſt De- 
terments from Vice, as tis followed with His 
fiery Indignation. „„ 

And yet, ſo far is it from being true, that 
it was only a ſuperſtitious Fear at firſt, that 


created or cauſed the . Belief of a God, in us, 


(as ſome have impiouſly ſurmiſed) that, on the 


contrary, tis only a ſtrong Perſwaſion and Be- 


liet of God's Being, (for which we think we 
have ground ſufficient, and cannot recede from 
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tit) which begets the Fear of Him. 
grounded in us, nay, if it could commence 
intuitive Knowledge of Him, the greater ſtill 
would be our Fear of Him; (unlefs onr Love 
of Him were ſo perfect, as to caſt out that 
Fear) as, by this very Inſtance of the Devils, 
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| 2434 know, that God is, as, that they themſelves 
 _- are: And who, becauſe they have a feeling 
| Senſe and Apprehenſion of Him, and do know 
aſſuredly who, and what He is, and what He 
1 both can and will do to, and execute upon 
vnde v. 6. them, are terribly afraid, and do even tremble 
s 8. 29. at the very Thought of Him. 
= And did we but as verily believe and know 
God, and the Power of His Wrath, as the 
Devils do: (whereof they have had ſome woful 
Experiment, in His Caſting them down from 
Heaven) I believe we would much rather yield 
our Bodies to be burned or torn in Pieces, 
than venture wilfully to offend or provoke Him. 
And for ſuch Men, who Profeſs to know God, 
but in Works deny Him, being Abominable and 
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withal, amazing, to conſider, how Common a 
thing this is in the World : for Men, who Pro- 
feſs to Know God, to Live as Senſually and 
Unrighteouſly, as Wantonly, Prophanely, and 
Wickedly in all reſpects, and to ſtand in no 


if they were ſure there were no ſuch Being, 
to call them to account. „ 
But to ſhew, how ſuch Proſeſſion and Pra- 
Etice can conſiſt together : *T'is poſſible, they 
may, with their Mouths, Profeſs to RHO 
| „ | od, 


| : INI . F F 3 2 R 
we * oh 5 k * "=o C 8 N 8 BY PE - 7 1 1 - W a . Gs #5 NY we HEEL" &'Y INE 5 N 
— = 5 5 1 2 = 5 5 3 = J F C 2 — | 725 ; 40 $5. i = 2 \ 3 : * gf 1 A} * * 4 : 
; 955 B = TIS Ss . 
- % N 2 
more this Per ſw aſion IS ſet tled rooted and 
| 10 IS Ile My: 9 


mark i. is Manifeſt : who do as certainly believe and 


Diſobedient - tis indeed very deplorable, and 


more Awe of Him, nor Fear of Sinning : than 
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God, for Temporal Ends, and to avoid the 9 


Reproach of Atheiſm: when they do not in 
their Hearts Believe, That He is. Or, if they 
do really Believe a God, (as, if there be any 
ſuch Monſtrous thing as a Speculative Atheiſt, 
it can hardly be thought that they do) they 
do not, in the Laſt Difates and Reſult of their 


I Thoughts, attend thoroughly and diſtin&ly to 


what the Belief of a God means, and the real, 
roper, dreadful Conſequences of it to them-_ 
Nes ſo as to have it ſtill Preſent with them: 
bur, through Inadvertency, ſuffer it to lie 
dormant and unoperative upon their Minds ; 
and fo they become Actualhj Ignorant, or rather 
Forgetful 4 at the very Inſtant of Action) of 
what. they Habitually Know ; and are as little 
Influenc'd by ſach a Belief, as tho' they did 
not Believe Him at 8 5 
Moſt Probable it is, They have only a ge- 
neral, dreaming, confugd, unſettled Notion of 
God, hovering in the Head, not ſunk into the 
Heart: only a ſtaggering, wavering Opinion, 


a drowſie and faint. Aſſent, deriv'd only from 


Hear- ſay and Oral Tradition, and mixed with 


much Doubting: bur that they never yet well 


ſtudied, ponder'd, and laid to Heart, the ſolid 
Grounds and Reaſons they have, or might have, 
for Believing in Him; or elſe they durſt not 
Affront Him by a Wicked Life. | 
In Fact, it is more than Probable , tis un- 
deniably Evident, they have not that Unfeigned 


Faith in God, and the Divine Promiſes, which 17is.1.5. 


the Scripture fo highly recommends ; Which? 


always keeps a good Conſcience void. of Offence to- 2Tim.1.5, 
wards God and Men: and produces other Gra- 4#: 24.6, 
cious, Vertuous Habits and Diſpoſitions in 


them, 
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2½ 22. true, fervent Zeal and Devotion, Purity andf fie 
3 * 47. 15 Charity of all ſorts, Temperance, Patience, 4 
3 » 7* 1. 6. Self- denial, and a Conqueſt over the World andf © 
| E | 150h.3. 3. Our Selves. | I | 1} 
_ 5+ Ina Word, They have not that Faith Un- tr 
1 _ 55 feigned abiding in them, which Purifieth the] 9% 
Pro. 16.32 Heart, Overcometh the World, ænd Worketh by n 
6. 5. 6. Love - by the Love of God, our Neighbour, h. 
. 2 and of our Selves too: as it is he Subſtance of at 
5 things hoped for : the Evidence of things not ſeen ;| m 
and which they who have, cannot but ſet them- U 
ſelves ſincerely and diligently to ſeek God; to] th 
Honour Him in Ways of His Own Appoint-f ®! 
ment, to Serve and Obey Him. Which brings of: 
me to my V I 
Third, and Laſt, and moſt Comprehenſive In- m 

ference, drawn from theſe Premiſſes, viz. | 

: That we make it Our Chief Care, to Anſwer] 
the Great End and Deſign of Our Creation: i. e. to te 
Provide for our Own Eternal Welfare and Hap- he 
pineſs, by Living to the Praiſe and Glory of Our] 9 

Creator. 1 — | 

For no One that conſiders That Man is, I © 
and, How he came to be JYhat he is, (a Crea- ſe 
ture endu'd with a Judgment of Reaſon, Know- A 


ledge and Diſcretion : with a very ſtrong na- V 
tural Deſire of an immortal Happineſs, and a B 
Liberty of Will to chuſe and embrace it, as V 
ſach : © alſo with ſome ſuperinduc'd Notices and E 
Reliſhes of God, and of the Powers of the World | * 
to come, let all, or any of theſe have been con- | © 
vey d into Him by what Way it will) can A 
ſurely imagine, that a Being ſo framed and] 
qualified, as Man is, was made for no nobler tl 
Ends, than to play the Epicure, to eat, drink, 5 


l ſteep, 
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that he was made, and ſent into the World, 


to look up to Heaven, to God his Maker, who 74 35. 11 


contemplate a future Bliſs, and to aſpire and 


and do juſtly to his Fellow- Creatures: to do 


come to enjoy Him: Which ts the chief End of "Is 5. 


1 = "ae up to 1551 go to 1255 2 his 
ſhort time here in carnal Mirth and Senſuality: 1 
than to walk in Laſciviouſneſs, 2 exceſs of 2Pet, 4.42 © 
Nine, Revellings, Banquetings ; and, as an In- A143. | 
troduction to theſe Diſorders, to frequent Maſ- 
querades, Plays, Ball, and Comedies, with other 
[Ke Scenes of Vanity and Looſeneſs : to indulge. 
his depraved, natural Appetite to the Height; 
and. enjoy the Pleaſures of the Animal-Life, as 
much as he can, like the Brutes that have no 
Underſtanding; or-elſe, on the . other hand, 


only for worldly Care and Toil, or the getting 

of Wealth and Honour, for a little while, here 

in this World; and not rather, that he was 

made on purpoſe; with an erect Countenance, 
Os homini Sublime. dedit, crlumꝗ; teria, 


Juſſii, 


hath made him wiſer than the Fowls of Heaven, 
or the Beaſts of the Earth : to give to the eter- 
nal Being His deſerved and due Praiſe: to 


ſeek after it : to ſhew Mercy and Compaſſion 


what good he is able both to their Souls and 
Bodies: to be continually given to all good 
Works ; to glorifie his Maker here on the 
Earth, in ſuch Sort as He requires, that he | 
may now conciliate His Favour, and hereafter . 21. 
an. 8, 16. 
For tho' God, as He is the Creator, is alſo 70 7 
the Preſerver of Men, and Lover of Souls: . 11. 
who cannot but, of His own Accord and Will, 26. 
be very Propitious and Ce , Ta 
| * re 
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and Merciful, Kind and Beneficent to the 
= Sons of Men: whom He has Created and 
Formed, Nouriſhed and Brought up for Him- 
ſelf, for His own Uſe and Service: yet Men, 
by their Contempt of Him, by their untoward, 
perverſe, and ſcornful Behaviour towards Him, 
by their obſtinate Continuance in Sin, may ſo 
far provoke and kindle His Wrath againſt 
WF 12.27.11. them : as to bring it to that paſs, That He chat 
_ Prov. 1. made them, will not have Mercy on them and He 
2% &c. h formed them, will ſhew them no Favour. The 
_ Conſequent whereof will be, the moſt wretched, 
miſerable, forlorn Condition, that any Crea- 
ture can be reduc'd to, and which it therefore 
behoves us to uſe all poſſible Care to prevent. 
Were God indeed a Being, that cared not 
or us, or, that had no Relation to us: there 
could no good Reaſon be aſſign'd for our ha- 
ving any eſpecial Regard to Him. But ſeeing, 
as we are His Creatures, our whole Dependance 
1s upon Him, and our very Subſi ſtence in Him, 
4 (for, in Him we Live, Move, and have our Be- 
WE Romg.21: \? 8 | | E 
W 7 43.1,: i) and He may do with us as He pleaſes, as 
. 64. 8. the Potter does with the Clay : and ſeeing we are 
0 alſo thereby entitled to His Mercy and Loving- 
Kindneſs, and the Care and Protection of His 
= 12.7.1: good Providence, if we faithfully Serve and 
s. 30. Rely upon Him: We ought certainly to have 
= ' a perpetual Fear and Love of His holy Name: 
= to fear to offend Him, to love, regard, and 
honour Him above all things: and then, in 
every State and Condition of Life, to commit 
the keeping of our Souls and Bodies to Him in well 
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Ji Doing, as unto a faithful Creator. | 
* The Author of that Apocryphal Book, called 
the Wiſdom of Solomon, makes God's LAY 
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Love of 7 „and of His Superintendency over 
the whole regions ; and, that He does neither + 
deſpiſe, nor neg le& the Work of His own 


made: for never wouldeſt thou have made any , 
8 —_— Thou hadſt hated it. 731 A 5 


his then 1s, — muſt be a Principle grant- 
ed and acknowledged , - by all, that Owh a 
Creation: Fhat God 3 and Governs the 
World; more eſpecially, all the rational Part 
of it; which being the moſt Valuable, we may 
well ſuppoſe to be under the Principal, and Luk, 2,9. 
more immediate Care of Providence. | 
And ſome Men could' be well enough Con- 
tent to let God alone with the Government of 
the World, and to leave the Care and Manage- 
ment of it entirely to Him: if Heakould but 
let them alone, and remit them to themſelves 
and their own Option, in the Purſuit and En- 
joyment of their Worldly, Carnal Luſts and 
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And indeed, if God did not Concern Him- 
ſelf with us, or Cared not how we Lived, Why 
ſhould we Concern our Selves about Him ? 

Bur fince we are, or may be, aſſur d, That, 


as He is our Common Lord and Creator, He 


has a juſt Sovereignty and Right of Dominion 
over us: and will have to do with us, as we 


are his Creatures and Dependents, Whether Heb 4. 13 
we will, orno: and, moreover, That He will 


ſo far Con Himſelf with us, as to render 2, 2. 5.6, 
us Unſpeakably, Everlaſtingly Happy or Miſe- 3,8, 9.10. 


Table hereafter, according as we now demean 
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| ys He, Thou loveſt all the things tn 24 
that are, and abhorreſt Nothing that thou haſt 
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it Behove us all, to Make and Keep Him our 
Friend, that He may not prove our ſoreſt and 


= + moſt dreadful Enemy, but may be our beſt and 
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ſole Beflefactor? And there is no Other Way for 


us to do this, than by our Doing His Will, 

4 and being Obedient unto His Word. 
5.6. 15.14 But if we obſerve and do this, the Canonical 
25. 42g. Books acquaint and inſtruct us yet further, 
| Ex.33. 17. That, by Doing his Will, we become the Bre- 
3 11, gien of Chriſt, -and Friends of God, 'That God 
does not only Care for Man, but that He loves 
5% him with a moſt tender, Fatherly Love: and, 
WY P/ 146.8. That His Regard and Eſteem for Man is ſo 
15 * great, as to cauſe Him to ſet His Heart upon 
. 3. - Vim Continually, and to vifit and try him every 
8 Job 7. 17, Moment, for his good; "nay, to take Pleaſure and 
zr, Delight in him: as if we were, or could be, 


[= 
STR — 

— 

ha) 

ha 

oo 

wil 


71 


"Ree 


14 
, 8 and Joy, our ſovereign Good and Happineſs. 


F149. 4. And why then ſhould we not Delight in, and 
73 3 = 11 ſet our Hearts upon Him, in the Fervency of 
7 Y our Affection and Deſire 2 Why ſhould we not 


1/2.6 
2 $4 45 often lift up our Souls unto Him? Why ſhould 
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0.3. 1,2. we dote upon the Creature? Why mind Earthly 


. 4. 26. 9. things? Why ſet our Eyes, and our Hearts, 
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tion, to fix upon? Who thus entirely Loves, 


1 and ſeeks to do us Good? Why ſhould not our 


Webs. 2,3 great Aim and Endeavour be, to Pleaſe Him, 
Per. 1. by Endeavouring to be like Him: to be Holy: 
255 16. Holy in all manner of Converſation : and to be 


WW 2Per.;.n7 
ö . Marth, g. Perfect, as our Father which is in Heaven is 


| i 48. Perfett? | | „ To 


HH 3 8. 4: All that to Him, which He is to US, our Glory 


= the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, the Father of 
8 Mercies, and Our Father, the God of all Conſola- 


* 2 . 1 4 1 — - = 
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Above all things, Let us be Carefu , not to „ 
diſhonour God, nor turn his Glory into Shame, P.. 4. 2. * 
by Defacing his Image in us, (which is like- 


| | wiſe really to Diſhonour our Selves) by any* 


vicious, diſorderly, corrupt Practices whatever. 

But Contrariwiſe, Let's learn (if we are yet 

to learn) to put off, to Mortify and Crucify 

the Old Man, with his deeds: i. e. the Whole 1 col. 3. 5, 
Body of Sin, with all its Alluring, Deceitful g, 10. 
Lufts and Vanities; and, to put on the New Man, Ep. 4 24. 

(i. e. a New, Spiritual, Heavenly Frame and 4 
Temper of Mind, a New Nature, whereby Ep. 23: 


one becomes a New Man, a New Creature, an- Rom. 12 2 


other ſort of Man, than what he was by Na- C. 5. 17. 


ture) Which is Renewed in Knowledge , after 


Þ he Image of Him that Created him; or, which, 


after God, (or according to Ged's Image) is 
Created in Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs. 
This now is Living to the Praiſe and Glory 

of our Creator: which, in Scripture, is called 
Our Living unto God. And this is the End, 43.7. 
for which we were Created. 

Which Bleſſed End, if we Faithfully, Steu- 
faſtly, and Induſtriouſiy purſue in this World, 
by the Way and Means He Himſelf hath pre- 
ſeribed us: that is to ſay, by our Loving Him 


above all things, by our Conſtant, Devout Mor- 
ſhipping of Him, in Publick, and in Private- 


by our Obeying His Righteous Laws: by our | 
Imitating Him, apps in Holineſs and Pu- Heb. 12.14 


rity, in Peaceableneſs, Long-ſuffering, Mercy, Good- 3 | 
36. 


Eph. 5 1, 2. * 
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neſe, Clemency : in all Acis of Kindneſs and Be- 
only 
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Dew . ˙ ako. oo 
> only way to Renew and Repair His Deface 
= Image in us) | We ſhall then \ at length, fro 
= Earth, be Received up into Heaven: ther 
== with: the Whole Celeſtial Choir of Saints, A 
* gels, and Arch-Angels, evermore to Conten 
' ___ plate, Admire, and Adore the Divine Exce 
| lencies and Perfections; to ſing perpetual A 
thems and Alleluiahs to the God of our Live 
and- of our Salvation: to Celebrate and T rum 
pet out His Praiſes; and to Honour, Glorit 
Bleſs, Extol, and Magnify His Holy Namell 
for ever and ever. Amen. 4 
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